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PSALM XC. 
So teach us to / 1 H 8 75 days, 
that we may. apply our hearts 
unto wiſdom. ><» 
fe PIG 
HIS Pſalm is upon ſeve- 
ral peculiar accompts ve- 
ry remarkable; for its an- 
| tiquity, in which it per- 
haps doth not yeild to any parcel 
of Scripture ; for the eminency of 
its Authour, Moſes the Man of God; 


* the greateſt of the ancient Prophets 
( moſt in favour, and (as it were) 


moſt 
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moſt intimate with God:) *Tis 
alſo remarkable for the form and 
matter thereof, both affording much 
uſefull inſtruction. In it we have a 
great Prince, the Governour of a 
numerous People ſequeſtring his 
Mind from the management of pub- 
lick Affairs to private Meditations; 
from beholding the preſent outward 
appearances, to conſidering the real 
nature and {ſecret cauſes of things; 
In the midſt of all the Splendour 
and Pomp, of all the ſtir and tumult 
about him he obſerves the frailty of 
humane condition, he diſcerns the 
Providence of God juſtly ordering 
all; this he does not onely in way 
of wiſe conſideration, but of ſerious 
devotion, moulding his obſervations 
into pious acknowledgments, and 
carneſt Prayers to God; thus while 
he caſts one eye upon Earth view- 
ing the occurrences there, lifting up 
the other to Heaven ; there ſeeing 
God's all-governing Hand, thence 
ſeeking his grecious Favour and Mer- 
cy. Thus doth here that great and 
good 
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good Man teach us all, ( more par- 
ticularly men of high Eſtate, and 
much Buſineſs) 
ties of withdrawing their choughts 
from thoſe things, which common- 
ly amuſe them ( the Cares, the 
Glories, the Pleaſures of this World ) 
and fixing them upon matters more 
improvable to devotion; the tran- 
ſitorineſs of their Condition, and 
their ſubjection to God's juſt Provi- 
dence ; joining alſo to theſe Tic: 
tations ſutable acts of Religion, duc 
acknowledgments to God and hum- 
ble Prayers. This was his practice 
among the greateſt encumbrances 
that any Van could have; ard it 
ſhould alſo be ours. Of thoſe his 
devotions, addreſſed to Gor, the 
Words are part, which I have cho- 
{en for the ſubject of my mcdiratt- 


on and preſent diſcourſe ; concern- 
ing the meaning of which I ſhall 
» firſt touch ſomewhat ; then pro- 
pound that obſervable in them, 
- which I deſign to inſiſt upon. 


B 2 The 


to find opportuni- 


The C onſideration of 


Pſa. 39. 4. 


Job 14. 5. 


The Prophet David hath in the 
39th Pſalm a Prayer very near in 
words, and of kin ( it ſeems) in 
ſenſe to this here; Lord, prays he, 
Make me to know my end, and the 
meaſure of my days, what it is, that 
may know how frail Jam: Concer- 
ning the drift of which place, as 
well as of this here, it were obvious 
to conceive, that both theſe Pro- 
phets do requeſt of God, that he 
would diſcover to them the definite 
term of their life (which by his 
decree he had fixed, or however by 
his univerſal preſcience he did diſ- 


cern; concerning which we have 


theſe words in Job, Seeing man's 


days are determined, the number of 


his months are with thee, thou haſt 
appointed his bounds, that he cannot 
paſs ) we might, I ſay, at firſt hear- 
ing be apt to imagine, that their 
Prayer unto God is, ( for the com- 
fort of their mind burthened with 
a:Hlictions, or for their better dire- 
ction in the management of their 
remaining time of life ) that God 

| would 
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our latter End. 


would reveal unto them the deter- 
minate length of their life. But 
this ſenſe, which the Words ſeem 
ſo naturally to hold forth is by ma- 
ny of the Fathers rejected; for that 
the knowledge of our lives determi- 
nate meaſure is not a fit matter of 
Prayer to God ; that being a ſecret 
reſerved by God to himſelf, which 
to inquire into favours of preſump- 
tuous curioſity ; the univerſal vali- 
dity of which reaſon I will not de- 
bate ; but ſhall defer ſo much to 
their judgment, as to ſuppoſe that 
the numbring of our days ( accor- 
ding to their ſenſe) doth here onely 
imply a confuſed indefinite compu- 
tation of our days number, or the 
length of our life ; ſuch as, upon 
which it may appear, that neceſſari- 
ly our life cannot be long ( not ac- 
cording to the accompt mentioned 


in this Pſalm (the ſame with that 


of Solon, in Herodotus ) above ſe- 
venty or eighty Years, eſpecially as 
to purpoſes of health, ſtrength, con- 
tent) will probably by reaſon of 
| B 3 Various 
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2912 gie 7% amedevey. Plut. With ſerious regard to 
au Apoll. p. 202. 


Qui, eſt tam fiultus, quar:- conſider this ſtate and 
e fir adoleſcens, cui ſit eh. meaſure of our life (for 


ratum ſe wel ad veſperum c 


victurum. Cic. de Sen. I ipeculation no Man 


various accidents, to which it is ex- 
poſed, be much ſhorter ( ſeven or 
ten cars according to a moderate 
eltecm ) may poilibly, from fſur- 
priſes undiſcoverable, be very near 
to its period ; by few inſtants re- 
moved from death (a Year, a Month, 


a Day, it may be ſomewhat leſs. ) 


This I ſhall allow to be the Arith- 
metick that Moſes here deſires to 
learn; whence ir doth follow that 
teaching (or making to know, ſo it 
is in the Hebrem) doth import here 
(as it doth other- where frequently 
in Scripture ) God'sat- 


can be 1gnorant of hu- 

mane lifes brevity and uncertain- 
ty; but moſt Men are fo negligent 
and ſtupid, as not to regard it ſuf- 
ficiently, not to employ this know- 
ledge to any good purpoſe.) This 
Inter- 
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Interpretation I chuſe, being in it 
{elf plauſible enough, and counte- 
nanced by ſo good authority; yet 
the former might well enough ( by 
good conſequence, if not fo imme- 
diately ) ſerve my deſign: Or be a 

round able to ſupport the diſcourſe 
I intend to build upon the Words; 
the ſubject whereof briefly will be 
this, that the confideration ot our 
lives certain and neceſſary brevity 
and frailty, is a mean proper and 
apt to diſpoſe us toward the wile 
conduct of our remaining life; to 
which purpoſe ſuch a conſideration 
ſeems alike available, as the know- 
ledge of its punctual or definite mca- 
{ure; or more than it; upon the fame, 
or greater rea{ons. 

As for the latter clauſe, that we 
may apply our hearts to wiſdom ; tis 
according to the ZZebrew, And we 
ſhall bring the heart to wiſdom ; im- 
plying, the application of our hearts 
to wiſdom to be conſequent upon 
the skill and practice ( beſtowed by 
God ) of thus computing our days. 

B 4 As 


The C onfideration of 


De fin. 11. p. 
95. 


As for wiſdom, that may denote ei- 
ther ſap/ence, a habit of knowing 
what is true; or prudence, a diſpo- 
ſition of chuſing what is good; we 
may here underſtand both, eſpeci- 


ally the latter; for, as Tully faith of 


Philoſophy, Omnzs ſumma Philoſophiæ 
ad beate vivendum refertur, The 
ſumm or whole of Philoſophy re- 
fers to living happily ; ſo all Divine 
Witdom doth reſpect good practice. 
The word alſo comprehends all the 

conſequences and ad- 


Natura dedit uſuram vitæ, juncts of ſuch wiſdom 


tanquam pecunie, nulla præſti- 


eurs die. Tuſc. queſt. Ip. 326, (for fo commonly ſuch 


wordsare wont by way 
of metonymie to denote, together 


with the things primarily ſignified, | 


all that naturally flow from, or that 
uſually are conjoined with them ) in 
brief (to ceale from more explain- 
ing that, which is in it ſelf conſpi- 
cuous enough) I ſo underſtand the 
Text, as if the Prophet had thus ex- 
preſſed himſelf: Since, O Lord, all 
things are in thy hand, and Sove- 
reign diſpoſal ; ſince it appears that 

1 Man's 
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Man's life is ſo ſhort and frail, ſo 
vexatious and miſerable, ſo expo- 
ſed to the juſt effects of thy diſplea- 
ſure; we humbly beſeech thee, ſo 
to inſtruct us by thy Wiſdom, ſo 
to diſpoſe us by thy grace; that we 
may effectually know ; that we may 
ſeriouſly conſider the brevity and 
uncertainty of our lives durance; 
whence we may be induced to un- 
derſtand, regard, and chule thoſe 
things which good reaſon dictates 
beſt tor us; Which according to true 
Wiſdom, it moſt concerns us to 
know and perſorm. From which 
ſenſe of the words we might inſer 
many uſetull documents, and draw 
matter of much wholſome diſcourſe; 
but paſſing over all the reſt, I ſhall 
onely inſiſt upon that one point, 
which I before intimated, vi. that 
the ſerious conſideration of the ſhort- 
neſs and frailty of our life is a pro- 
per inſtrument conducible to the 


bringing our hearts to Wiſdom, to 
the making us to diſcern, attend 
- unto, embrace and proſecute ſuch 


things 


The C onſideration of 


1 John 1. 17. Love net the 

world; tor 
7 

ſeth away, and the dere there- 


things as are truly beſt for us; that 
it is available to the prudent con- 
duct and management of our life; 
the truth of which propoſition is 
grounded upon the divine Prophet 
his opinion: he apprehended ſuch a 
knowledge or conſideration to be a 
profitable means of inducing his 
heart to Wiſdom; wherefore he 
prays God to grant it him in order 
ro chat end; ſuppoſing that effect 
would proceed from this cauſe. And 
that it is ſo in way of reaſonable in- 
ſluence I ſhall endeavour to ſhew by 
ſome following reaſons. . 


* 1, The ſerious conſi- 
the world paje 
trailty and ſhortneſs 
will confer to our right 
valuation { or eſteem) of things, and 
conſcquently to our well-placing, 
and our duly moderating our cares, 


attections and endeavours about 
them. For as we value things, ſo 


are we uſed to affect them, to ſpend 
our thoughts upon them, to be car- 


neſt 


deration of our lifes 


our latter End. 
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at | neſt in purſuance or avoiding of 
n- them. There be two {ſorts of things 
>; } we converſe about, good and bad; 
is the former, according to the degree 
ct of their appearance fo to us (that 
a is, according to our eſtimation of 
A them) we naturally love, deliglit 
is in, defire and purſue ; the other 
le likcwiſe in proportion to our opini- : 
er on concerning them, we do more 


or leis loath and ſhun. Our Act:- 

ons therefore being all thus directed 

and grounded,to eſteem by _ 
thi icht both Pri mim eſt, ut quant i quid- 
lungs arignt both In zue fit judices ; ſecundum, ut 
kind and degree ( 22 * impetum ad illa capias ordina- 


: / $4 9" / tum temperatumque ; tertzum 
— ft 4 5 * 
SG) error NY TX) 4-12y : 
a SI ut inter impctum tuum, actio- 


1- tO aſtign every thing nemque conveniat, ut in omni- 
28 its due price, as Epille- dc. iis % oe conſentias, 
{s tus ſpeaks ; quanti quid. nds ces | 

it que fit judicare, to judge what cach 

d thing is worth as Sexeca, ) is in or- 

g, der the firſt, in degree a main part 

"4 ol wiſdom; and as ſo is frequently 

it buy wiſe men commended. Now 

Oo among qualities that commend or 

d vilifie things unto us, duration and 

r- certainty have a chief place; they 


6 _ _ often 


12 
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often alone ſuffice to render things 
valuable or contemptible. Why is 
Gold more precious than Geaſs or 


Cryſtal > why prefer we a Ruby be- 


fore a Role, or a Gilly-flower? tis 
not becauſe thoſe are more ſervice- 
able, more beautifull, more grate- 
full to our ſenſes than theſe { it is 
plainly otherwiſe ) but becauſe theſe 
are brittle and fading, thoſe ſolid and 
permanent; theſe we cannot hope 
to retain the uſe or pleaſure of long ; 
thoſe we may promile our ſelves to 
enjoy ſo long as we pleale ; whence 
on the other ſide is it, that we lit- 
tle fear or ſhun any thing how pain- 
full, how offenſive ſo-ever, being 
aſſured of its ſoon paſſing over, the 
biting of a flea, or the prick in let- 
ting bloud? The reaſon is evident; 
and that in general nothing can 
on either hand be conſiderable 
(either to value or diſeſteem ) 
which is of a ſhort continuance, 
Upon this ground therefore let us 
rax the things concerning us whe- 
ther good or bad, relating to this 


lite, 


our latter End. 


life, or to our future ſtate ; and 
firſt the good things relating to 
this life; thence we ſhall be diſ- 
poſed to judge truly concerning 
them, what their juſt price is, how 
much of aſfection, care and endea- 
vour they deſerve to have expen- 
ded on them. In general, and in 
the lump concerning them all St. 
Paul tells us, that #0 4/1u@a 7H 147 
us Tag, the ſhape or faſbion (all 
that is apparent or ſenſible) in thzs 
preſent world doth flit, and ſoon give 
us the go-by : We gaze a-while upon 
theſe things, as in tranſitu, or intra 
conſpectum; as they pats by us, and 
keep a-while in ſight ; 
but they are preſently 


Cor. 7. . 


— TY T2 mg Ser UM NURS, 
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gone from us, or we Tt: Tg#g94u; hu. Gr.Epig. An- 


trom them. They are 88 


but like objects repreſented in a 
Glaſs; which having viewed a-while, 
we muſt ſhortly turn our backs, or 
ſhur our eyes upon them, then all 
vaniſhes and diſappears unto us. 
Whence he well inters an indifferen- 
cy of affection toward them; a 

ſlackneſs 


The Conſideration of 


1 John 2. 17. 
*'Em3v wc 
ur. 


ſlackneſs in the enjoyment oi them 
to be required of us; a ng this 
world, as if we uſed it not ; a buying, 
as if we were not to poſſeſs ; a weep- 
ing, as if we wept not; and a rejoy- 
cing, as if we rejoyced not; a kind of 
negligence and unconcernedneſs a- 
bout theſe things. The world (faith 
St. John) paſſeth away, and the deſire 
thereof; what-cver ſcemeth moſt 
lovely and defirable in the World is 
very flitting ; how-ever our defire 
and our enjoyment thereof mult ſud- 
denly ceaſe. Imagine a man there- 


fore poſſeſſed of all worldly goods, 


arm'd with power, flourithing in 


credit, flowing with plenty, ſwim- 


ming in all delight ( ſuch as were 
{omerime Priamus, Polycrates, Cræ- 
us, Pompey ) yet ſince he is withall 
ſuppoſed a man and mortal ; ſubject 
both to fortune and death ; none of 
thoſe things can he reaſonably con- 
fide, or much fatisfy himſelf in; 
they may be violently divorced 
from him by fortune, they muſt 


naturally be looſed from him by 


death ; 


TE, 
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death; the cloſeſt union here cannot 


laſt longer than till death us depart ; 
wherefore no man upon {uch ac- 
compt can truly call or (if he con- 
ſider well) heartily eſteem himſelf 


happy ; a man cannot hence (as the Esel. 1, 3, Ce. 


moſt able judge, and truſty voucher 


of the commodities doth pronounce ) 


receive profit or content from any la- 
bour he taketh ( upon theſe tranſfito- 
ry things) under the ſan, Why 
then (let me inquire ) do we ſo 
cumber our heads with care, fo 
rack our hearts with paſſion, ſo 
waſt our ſpirits with inceſſant toil 
about theſe tranſitory things? why 
do we ſo highly value, ſo ardently 
deſire, ſo eagerly purſue, ſo fondly 
delight in, ſo impatiently want, or 
lole, ſo paſſionately contend for 
and emulate one another in regard 
to theſe bubbles; forteiting and fore- 


going our homebred moit precious 
goods, tranquillity and repoſe, ei- 


ther of mind or body, for them: 


Why erect v iuch mighty fabricks 
of expectation and confidence upon 


ſuch 


| 


* 
— — 
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16 The Conſuleration of 


Cemmorands {uch unſteady ſands? Why dreſs we 


neturs mbis up theſe our Inns, as if they were 
diverſorium | | 
dedir, non ha. Our homes, and are as carefull about 
bicandi cw. 2 {ew nights lodging here, as if we 


O 
* deſigned an everlaſting aboad ( we 


Heb. 13. 11. that are but ſojourners and pilgrims 
11. 15. here, and have 20 fixed habitation 


1 Chron. 29. 
15. d upon earth ; who come forth like a 


Job us flower, and are ſoon cut down ; flee 
"wack 108 _ lite a ſhadow, and continue not; are 
ſa. 64.6. winds paſſing away, and coming not a- 

Pfal. 102. 3. p fi 322 8 


9 * ; who fade all like a leaf, whoſe 
103. 15. 39. life is a vapour appearing for a little 
„ and then vaniſhing away; whoſe 
Pfal. 103. 15. days are a handbreadth, and age as 
49.6. mothing; whoſe days are conſumed like 
ſmoak, and years are ſpent as a tale. 

Who wither like the graſs, upon which 

we fced ; and crumble as the duſt, of 

which we are compacted ; for thus 

the Scripture by appoſite compari- 

ſons repreſents our condition ) yet 

we build (like the Men of Agri- 

gentum ) as if we were to dwell here 

jor ever; and hoard up, as if we 

were to enjoy after many ages; 

and inquire, as if we would never 


have 


: | our latter Fnd. 
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have done ſenowing 2 The Citizens 


ol Croton (a Town in Ttaly) had a 
manner (it is faid ) of inviting to 


Feaſts a Year before the time, that 
the Gueſts in appetite and garb 


might come well prepared to them; 


do we not uſually reſemble them in 


this ridiculous ſolicitude and curio—- 


1 
4 


ſity ; ſpes inchoando longas, commen- 
cing deſigns, driving on precjects, 
which a longer tune than our lite 
would not ſuffice to accomplith 2 


How deeply do we concern our 


ſelves in all that is ſaid or done; 
when the morrow all wil} be done 
away and forgotten? when (excep- 
ting what our duty to God, and cha- 
fity towards men requires of us, and 
that which concerns our [uture cter- 
nal ſtate) what is done in the World, 
who gets or loſes, which of the 
ſpokes in fortune's wheel is up, and 


{Which down, is of very little con- 
{equence to us. But the more to 


abſtract our minds from, and tem- 


per our affections about theſe ſecu- 


lar matters, let us examine particu- 
larly 


— — —— — 
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1 Pet. 2. 24. 


larly by this ſtandard, whether the 


moſt valued things in this World 
deſerve that eſtimate which they 


bear in the common Market, 


or which popular opinion aſſigns 
them. 

r. To begin then with that which 
takes chief place, which the World 
moſt dotes on, which ſeems moſt 
great and eminent among men; 
ſecular ſtate and grandeur, might 
and prowets, honour and reputati- 
on, favour and applauſe of men, 
all the objeſts of humane pride and 
ambition ; of this kind, St. Peter 
thus pronounces ; #5 a A- 
Ts, All the glory of the men is as the 
flower of the graſs ; the graſs is dried 


up, and the flower thereof doth fal! 


off ; tis as the flower of the grals, 
how ſpecious ſo ever, yet the moſt 
fading and failing part thereof ; the 
graſs it ſelf will ſoon wither, and 
the flower doth commonly fall off 
before that. We cannot hold this 


flower of worldly glory beyond our 


thort time of lite ; and we may eaſi- 
ly 


our latter End. 


ly much ſooner be deprived of it + 
Many tempeſts of fortune may beat 
it down, many violent hands may 


crop it, tis apt of its ſelf to fade 
upon the ſtalk ; how-ever the Sun 
( the influence of age and time ) 
will aſſuredly burn and dry it up, 


with our life that upholds it. Saure- Pal. 62, g. 
ty ( faith the Pſalmiſt ) men of low 


degree are vanity, and men of high 
degree are a lye: Men of high de- 
gree ; the mighty Princes, the fa- 
mous Captains, the ſubtile Stateſ- 
men, the grave Senatours; they 
who turn and toſs about the World 


at their pleaſure; who, ( in the Pro- If. 14. 17 


phets language) mate the Earth 
tremble, and ſhake Kingdoms : Even 
theſe, they are a lie; (ſaid he, who 
himſelf was none of the leaſt conſi- 
derable among them, and by experi- 
ence well knew their condition, the 


greateſt and moſt glorious Man of 
his time King David.) They are a 
lie; that is, their ſtate preſents ſome- 
thing of brave and admirable to the 
eye of Men; but tis onely deceptio 


C 2 vi ſus; 


CS eee ́Zœꝓ—ü᷑ 


20 


2 —— 


The C onſuleration of 


viſus ; a ſhew without a ſubſtance; | 


it doth but delude the careleſs ſpecta- [wha 


tours with falſe appearance; it hath | tic 


nothing under it ſolid or ſtable ; be- 
ing laid in the balance ( the royal 
Prophet there ſubjoins; that is, be- 
ing weighed in the ſcales of right 
judgment, being thoroughly conſi- 
dered ) it will prove lighter than va- 
nity it ſelf; it is leſs valuable than 
mere emptineſs, and nothing it ſelf ; 
that ſaying ſounds like an hyperbole, 
but it may be true in a ſtrict ſenſe: 
Secing, that the care and pains in 
maintaining it, the fear and jealouſie 
of loſing it, the cnvy, obloquy and 
danger that ſurround it, the ſnares 


it hath in it, and temptations incli- 
ning, men to be pufft up with Pride, 


to be inſolent and injurious, to be 
corrupt with pleaſure (with other 
bad concomitants thereof ) do more 
than countervail what-ever either of 
imaginary worth or real conveni- 
ence may be in it. Perhaps could 
it without much care, trouble and 


hazard continue for ever, or for a 
long 


. — — 


long 
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long time, it might be thought ſome- 
What conſiderable ; but ſince its du- 
ration is uncertain and ſhort ; ſince 


die like 
ſhall be laid in the grave ; ) Since, 


preſently trample on them; 
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man in honour abideth not, but is like pl 82. 6. 
the beaſts that periſh; that they who 
look ſo lite Gods, and are called lo, 
and are worſhipped as ſo, yet muſt Pal. 49. 12, 
(like men, yea lite ſheep Te. 


as tis {aid of the King of Babylon 


in Eſay; their pomp muſt be brought Ta. 1 11 


down to the grave, and the noiſe of 


their viols; the worm ſhall be ſpread 
under them, and the worm ſhall co- 


ver them; ſeeing that a moment of 
time ſhall extinguiſh all their luſtre, 
and {till all that tumult about them; 
that they muſt be diſrobed of their 


Purple, and be cloathed with Cor- 
ruption ; that their ſo ſpatious and 


ſplendid Palaces muſt ſoon be ex- 
changed for cloſe darkſome Coft- 
fins; that both their own breath, 
and the breath of them who now 
applaud them muſt be ſtopped ; that 
they who now bow to them, peu 
an 


C 3 they 
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attired there, and attended as ſuch 


they who to day trembled at their | ſelf 
preſence, may the morrow ſcorn- | ſhip 
fully inſult upon their memory: 7s | his 
this the man (will they ſay, as they | adn 
did of that great King) who made} Wh 
the Earth to tremble; that did ſhake | two 
Kingdoms ; that made the World as a] reig 
Wilderneſs ; and deſtroyed the King-| fere 
doms thereof 2 Since this is the fate] the 
of the greateſt, and moſt glorious | Ale. 
among Men, what reaſon can there ] Le. 
be to admire their condition; to] (in 
prize ſuch vain and ſhort-liv'd pre- ¶ year 
eminences? For who can accompt] as a 
it a great happineſs to be ſtyled com 
and reſpected as a Prince, to enjoy mol 
all the Powers and Prerogatives off act: 
higheſt dignity for a day, or two; ove: 
then being obliged to deſcend into 
a ſordid and deſpicable Eſtate 2 Who 
values the fortune of him that is 
brought forth upon the Stage to act 
the Part of a Prince; though he be 


hath all the garb and ceremony, the 
enſigns and appurtenances of Majeſty 
about him; ſpeaks and behaves him - 

ſell 
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1cir | ſelf imperiouſly; is flattered and wor- 

"rn- | ſhipped accordingly ; yet, who in 

- [5 | his heart doth adore this Idol; doth 

hey | admire this mockery of greatnels ? 

ade} Why not ? becauſe after an hour or 

bake | two the Play is over, and this Man's 

as 4 reign is done. And what great dif- 

ing ference is there between this and 

fate] the greateſt worldly ſtate > between 

jous| Alexander in the Hiſtory, and 4. 

here /exander on the Stage? Are not 

- to] (in the Pſalmiſt's accompt ) al our Pfal. go. 
pre- ¶ years ſpent as a tale that is told; or, 

mpt] as a Fable, that is acted? This in 

yledſ| compariſon of that, what is it at 

njoyſ moſt, but telling the ſame ſtory, 

es of acting the ſame Part a few times 

over? What are a few years more 

than a few hours repeated not very 

often? not {o often as to make any 
conſiderable difference; ſo a great 
Emperour reflected: 2 Stzpton Te 

e N T2ANelmis ; what ( faid he ) Anton, IV. 50. 
och the age of an infant, dying with- 

„ three days, differ from that of Ne- 

or, who lived three ages of men; ſince 

oth ſhall be paſt, and ended; both Sen. xp. 99. 
C4 then 3+ 
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then meet, and thereby become e- 
qual; ſince conſidering the immenſe 
time that runs on, and how little a 
part thereof any of us takes up Cu- 
wvenes © ſencs in quo ſumus) we are 
all alike young and old ; as a drop 
and a Pint bottle in compare to the 

Ocean are in a ſort e- 


Mili ne dinturnum quidem , 
quidquam videtur, in quoeſt a- qual, that is, both al- 


liquid extremum, Cc. Cic. ae together inconſidera- 


Se nect. 


ble. Quid enim diu eſt, 


ubi finis eſt > ſaith St. Auſtine : what 


can be long that ſhall be ended ; which 
coming to that pals is as if it never 
had been ? Since then upon this ac- 
compt (upon worldly accompts, I 
ſpeak all this; and excepting that 
Dignity and Power may be Talents 
beſtowed by God, or advantages to 
ſerve God, and promote the good of 
Men ; excepting alſo the relation 
Perſons juſtly inſtated in them bear 
to God as his Deputies and Miniſters; 
in which reſpects much reverence 
is due to their Perſons, much va- 
lue to their Places; even the more, 
by how much leſs their preſent out- 

ward 
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ward Eſtate 1s conſiderable, and be- 
cauſe at preſent they receive ſo ſlen- 
der a reward for all their cares and 
pains employ'd 1n the diſcharge of 
their Offices; this I enterpole to 
prevent miſtakes, leſt our diſcourſe 
ſhould ſeem to diſparage, or detract 
from the reverence due to Perſons 
in eminent Place. But ſince, under 
this caution ) all worldly Power 
and Glory appear ſo little valuable, 
the conſideration hereof may avail 
to moderate our affetions about 


them; to quell all ambitious deſires 


of them, and all vain complacencies 
in them. For why ſhould we ſo 
eagerly ſeek; and purſue fuch empty 
ſhadows, which if we catch, we in 
effect catch nothing; and whatever 
it is, doth preſently ſlip out of our 
hands? W hy do we pleaſe our ſelves 
in ſuch evanid dreams? is it not 
much better to reſt quiet and con- 
tent in any ſtation wherein God 
hath placed us, than to trouble our 
ſelves and others in climbing higher 
to a Precipice, where we can hard- 


ly 
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Pia! 90. 6. 


Ant. I. § go. 


ly ſtand upright, and whence we 
ſhall certainly tumble down into the 
grave? This conſideration is allo a 
remedy, proper to remove all re- 
gret and envy grounded upon ſuch 
regards. For why, though ſuppoſe 


Men of {mall worth, or vertue ſhould 


flourit in Honour and Power, ſhall 
we repine thereat 2 Is it not as if 
one ſi:ould envy to a Butterfly, its 
gaudy V.:ngs; to a Tulip its beau- 
tifull colours, to the Graſs its plea- 
{ant verdure; that Graſs, to which 
in tiis Pſalm we are compared; 
which in the morning flouriſheth, and 
groweth up, in the evening is cut 
down and withereth? 1 may ſay of 
this diſcourſe with the Philoſopher, 
. e Cg evunuy Hol Du Kuct, 
tis a homely remedy ( there may 
be divers better ones) yet hath its 
efficacy; for David himſelf made 
uſe thereof more than once: Be not, 


- faith he, afraid (or troubled) whey 


one is mad? rich, when the glory of 
his houſe is encreaſed ; for when he 
dieth he ſhall carry nothing away, his 


glory 


G & 
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glory [hall not deſcend with him. I 


was ( faith he again) envious at Prov. 23. 17. 


the fooliſh, when I ſaw the proſperi- 
ty of the wicked ; but I went into 
the ſanctuary, then underſtood I their 
end; ſurely thou didſt ſet them in 
Nlippery places —how are they brought 
into deſolation as in a moment : Thus 
conſidering the lubricity and tranſi- 
torineſs of that Proſperity, which 
fooliſh and wicked Men enjoyed, 
did ſerve to cure that envious di- 
ſtemper, which began to affect the 
good man's Heart. 

2. But let us deſcend from Dig- 
nity and Power ( that is from 
names and ſhews ) to ſomewhat 
leeming more real and ſubſtantial ; 
to Riches; that great and general 
Idol, the moſt devoutly adored that 
ever any hath been in the World ; 
which hath a Temple almoſt in 
every Houle, an Altar in every 
Heart; to the gaining of which 
moſt of the thoughts, moſt of the 
labours of Men immediately tend ; 
in the Poſſeſſion of which Men 
com- 


Leah td, 4. 
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pineſs doth conſiſt. But this con- 
ſideration we diſcourſe about, will 
caſily diſcover, that even this, as 
all other Idols, is nothing in the 
World, nothing true and folid ; Will 
(ay) juſtity that advice and ve- 
rifie that aſſertion of the Miſe- man: 
Labour not for riches, wilt thou ſet 
thy heart upon that which is not ? 
it well applied will pluck down 
the high Flaces reared to this great 
Idol of Clay in Men's Hearts ; will 
contute the common Conceits and 
Phraſes, which ſo beautifie Wealth; 
ſhewing that whoever dotes there- 
on is more truly and properly ſty- 
led a miſerable Man, than a happy, 
or bleſſed one: For is he not in- 
deed miſerable, who makes lies his 
refuge, who confides in that which 
will deceive and diſappoint him? 
The Prophet aſſures us ſo: Woe 
(faith the Prophet ZTabbakuk) woe 
be to him, who coveteth an evil ca- 
vetouſuc js to his houſe ; that he 
may ſet bis neſt on high, that be 

* 
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and beyond our reach they of their 
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may be delivered from the power of 
evil : Men (he implies ) imagine 
by getting Riches, they have ſe—- 
cured and raiſed themſelves above 


the reach of all miſchict:; But ve 
ſee it was in the Prophet's judge- 


ment a wotfull miſtake. St. Faul Tim. 6. 19. 


doth warn Men 972 emphati- 
cally ) not to hope 577: . 
zun, in the uncertainty (or oblcu- 
rity ) of riches ; intimating, that 
to truſt in them, is to truſt in dark- 
neſs it ſelf; in that wherein we can 
diſcern nothing ; in we know not 
what. They are, we cannot but 
obſerve, ſubject to an infinity of 
chances, many of them obvious and 
notorious; more of them ſecret and 


unaccomptable : They make (the Prov. 21. 


Wiſe-man tells us) the ſelues wings 
(they need it ſceins no help for 
that) and fly away like as an eagle 
toward heaven (quite out of fight, 


own accord do ſwiftly fly away } 


# 

2 
8 
3 
\ 


however, ſhowi!] they be diſpoſed 


to ſtay with us, we muſt fly from 
them; 
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them; were they inſeparably affix- kn 
ed to this life, yet muſt they toge- wi 
| ther with that be ſevered from us; m 
| as we came naked of them into this ##: 

= World, ſo naked ſhall we return: Lea 
f 2 5 he came, ſaith the Preacher, ſo me 
Vin. &. „, ſhall he go; and what profit (then) Le 
' Ecel.5.21: hath he that laboureth for the wind > ha 
From hence, that we muſt ſo foon 1 

part with riches, he infers them to ſhe 

be but wind; a thing not any-wiſe Al 

to be fixed or ſetled; which 'tis vain are 

to think we can appropriate, or re- du 

tain; and vain therefore greedily to We 

| covet or purſue: So the Pſalmiſt Abc 
Plal. 39. 6. alſo reaſons it: Surely, every man 1 
( faith he) walketh in a wain ſpew; be 

ſurely they are diſquieted in vain; he Ct 

heapeth up riches, and knoweth not Kir 

who ſhall gather them. Men, in his O 

2ccompt, that troubled themſelves foe 

in accumulating Wealth, did but Ste 

idly delude themſelves, fanſying to Lat 

receive content from ſuch things, 
f which they muſt themſelves ſoon _ 

F be ſeparated from; and leave at kne 

i uncertainties, to be diſpoſed of they 
4 know 
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4 know not how: That which in his 
2 wiſe Son's eſteem was ſufficient to 
make a man hate all his labour under 
the Sun: Becauſe, faith he, I ſhall Eccl. 2. 18. 
leave it to the man that ſhall be after 
me, and who knoweth, whether he ſhall 
e a wiſe man or a fool 2 yet he fhall 

have rule over all my labour, wherein 
T have laboured, and wherein I have 

 ſhewed my ſelf wiſe under the Sun: 

All, it ſeems, that we „ „„ , 

| x . n his elaborant, qua ſciunt 
are ſo wiſe, and ſo in- „ omnino ad /; periimers 3 

| duſtrious about ; that Serunt arbares, que alteri ſeculo 
we {5 beat onr- heads proſint. Cic. de Senect. 
about, and ſpend our ſpirits upon, 
is at moſt but gaudium heredis ; 
the joy of an heir, and that an un- 
certain one ( for your Son, your 
Kinſman, your Friend may for all 
you can know die before you, or 
ſoon after you) 'tis but a being at 
great pains and charges in tilling the 
Land, and ſowing and dreſling it; 
hence we are ſure not to reap any 
benefit to our ſelves, and cannot 
know who ſhall do it. 


The 
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Luke 12. 20. 


The rich man ( St. James tells us) 
as the flower of the graſs ſhall he 
paſs away ; for the Sun is no ſooner 
riſen with a burning heat, but it 
withereth the graſs, and the flower 
thereof falleth, and the grace of the 


faſhion therof periſheth; So alſo (hall 


the rich man fade in his ways ; all the 
comfort (we ſee by the Apoſtles 
diſcourſe ) and the convenience, all 
the grace and ornament that riches 
are ſuppoſed to yeild will certainly 
wither and decay, either before, 
or with us; whenever the Sun 
(that is, either ſome extream miſ- 
chance in life, or the certain deſti- 
ny of death ) doth ariſe, and make 
impreſſion on them. But our Savi- 
our hath belt ſet out the nature and 
condition of theſe things in that Pa- 
rable concerning the man, who ha- 
ving had a plentitull crop of Corn, 
and having projected for the diſpo- 
{al of it, reſolved then to bleſs him- 
ſelf, and entertain his mind with plea- 
ſing diſcourles, that having, in readi- 
nels and ſecurity, ſo copious accom- 

moda- 


modations, he might now enjoy 
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himſelf with full ſatisfaction and de- 
liglit; not conſidering, that though 
his Barns were full, his Lite was not 
ſure; that God's Pleaſure might ſoon 
interrupt his Paſs-time; that the 
fearſull ſentence might preſently be 
pronounced: Thou fool, this night 
thy life ſhall be required of thee, and 
what thou haſt prepared , to whom 
hall it fall > Euripides calls riches 
gengluyo yonuce, a thing which much 
.endears life; or makes men greatly 
love it; but they do not at all en- 
able to keep it: There is no . Ti 55m. 
Azymea > Ye, no price, or ranſome 
equivalent to life; all that à man 

hath, he would give to redeem it, but 

it is a Purchaſe too dear ſor all the 

riches in the World to compaſs; ſo 

the Fſalmiſt tells us, 7 hey that truſt Pial. 49. 
in their wealth, and boaſt themſelves 
in the multitude of their riches, none 
of them can by any means redeem his 
brother, nor give to God a ranſome þ. 
for him; for the redemption of their 


ſ 


ſoul is precious: They cannot re- 


D deem 
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deem their Brother's foul , or life; 
nor therefore their own; for all ſouls 
are of the {ame value, all greatly 
ſurpaſs the price of gold and ſilver. 
Life was not given us for perpetui- 
ty, but lent, or depoſited with us; 
And without delay or evaſion it 
mult be reſigned into the hand of. 
its juſt Owner, when he ſhall pleaſe” 
to demand it ; and although righ-.. 
teouſneſs may, het riches (as the 
Wiſeman tells us) cannot deliver 
from death , nor at all profit us in the 
day of wrath. Could we probably 
retain our Poſſeſſions for ever in 
our hands ; nay, could we certain- 
ly foreſee ſome confiderable long 
definite time, in which we might 
enjoy our ſtores, it were, perhaps 
ſomewhat excuſable to ſcrape and 
hoard, it might look like rational 
Providence, it might yield ſome va. 
luable ſatis faction; but ſince, Rape, 
congere, aufer, poſſide, ſtatim relin 
quendum eſt ; fince, as Solomon tells 
us, Riches are not for ever, nor dot! 


the crown endure to every generation; 
| ved, 


— 
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life; yea, ſince they muſt be left very Tr 


25 ſoon, nor is there any certainty of 
Iver. keeping them any time; that one 
etui. day may conſume them; one night 
us; may diſpoſſeſs us of them, and our 


i life together with them ; there can 
14 of, be no reaſon why we ſhould be ſo- 
e licitous about them; no accompt 


dene given of our ſetting ſo high a rate 
5 of upon them. For who would much 
live, regard the having cuſtody of a rich 
liver 


3 treaſure for a day or two, then to 
be ſtripped of all, and left bare ? 

ably . F » 
Jo be to day inveſted in large de- 


"rain: Mains, and to morrow to be dif: 

long poſſeſs d of them? No Man ſurely 
night would be ſo fond, as much to affect 
rhaps the condition. Yet this is our caſe; 
1 whatever we call ours, we are but 
tion Suardians thereof for a few days. Sen. Er. g8. 
ne va. This conſideration therefore may 

Rape Herve to repreſs, or moderate in us 

eln, all covetous deſires, proud conceits, 


12 vain confidences and ſatisfactions in 
Tat reſpect to worldly Wealth, to in- job 31. 24 
duce us (in 70% s language) not to 
+ make gold our hope, nor to ſay to the 
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S:;mplici cura 
conſt ant nece/- 
ſuria, in deli. 
cias laboratur. 
Sen. Ep. 89. 
Matth. 6. 


fine gold, thou art my confidence ; not 
to rejoyce becauſe our wealth is great, 
and becauſe our hand hath gotten 
much ; to extirpate from our hearts 
that root of all evil, the love of 
Money. For it, as the Preacher 
thought, the greateſt pleaſure or 
benefit accruing from them, is but 


looking upon them for a while, 


( what good, ſaith he, 7s there to the 
owners thereof, ſaving the beholding 
of them with their eyes 2 ) it a little 
will, nay muſt ſuffice our natural 
appetites, and our preſent neceſſi- 
ties ; if more than needs, is but (as 
the Scripture teaches us) a trouble 
diſquieting our minds with care; 
a dangerous ſnare , drawing us into 
miſchief and ſorrow ; it this, I ſay, 
be their preſent quality; and were 
it better , yet could it laſt for any 
certain, or any long continuance, 1s 
ir not evidently better to enjoy that 


pittance God hath atlotted us with? 


cale and contentation of mind ; or 
if we want a neceſſary ſupply, to 
employ onely a moderate diligence 
in 
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great, 
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pith by (as our Saviour adviſes us) em- 


-...Of 


, to 
NCC 
IN 


means, which with God's bleſſing 
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in getting thereof by the faireſt Heb. 13. 15. 
| Tim. 6. 8. 


: a | Pal. 55. 26. 
promiſed thereto, will never fail to e 


procure a competence, and with this 
to reſt content ; than with thoſe in 

Amos, to pant after the duſt of the Amos 2. 6. 
earth; to lade our ſelves with thick Hab. 2.6. 
clay; to thirſt inſatiably after flouds 

of gold, to heap up mountains of 
treaſure, to extend unmeaſurably 

our poſſeſſions, (Joining houſe to 16. 5.8. 
houſe , and laying field to field, till 

there be no place, that we may be 

placed alone in the midſt of the earth ; 

as the Prophet Eſay Ny excellent- 

ly deſcribe the covetous Man's hu- 

-mour ) than, I ſay, thus inceſſantly 

to toil for the maintenance of this 

frail body, this flitting breath of 

ours? If Divine Bounty hath free- 

ly imparted a plentifull eſtate upon 

us, we ſhould indeed bleſs God for 

it; making our ſelves friends there- Luke 16. 9. 


ploying it to God's Praiſe and Ser- 
vice ; to the relief and comfort of 
our Brethren that need; but to ſeek 
D 3 it 
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it, to relye thereon; to be greatly 
pleaſed or elevated in mind thereby, 
as it argues much infidelity and pro- 
faneneſs of heart, ſo it ſignifies much 
inconſiderateneſs and folly, the 1g- 
norance of its nature, the forgetful- 
nels of our own condition, upon the 
grounds diſcourſed upon. 

3. Now, in the next place; for 
Pleaſure, that great Witch, which ſo 
enchants the World, and which by 
its miſchievous Baits ſo allures Man- 
kind into fin and miſery ; although 
this conſideration be not altogether 


1 — 


it earneſtly , to ſet our heart upon muſ 
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2 

: 


ther 


rant 


ſtat. 
ing 


ACC 
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pre 
of 


tal 


as 


neceſſary to diſparage it (its own + 


nature ſufficing to that; for it is 
more tranſitory than the ſhorteſt 


life, it dyes in the very enjoyment) 


yet it may conduce to our wile and 


good practice in reſpect thereto, by 


tempering the ſweetneſs thereof, yea 
{ouring its reliſh to us; minding us 


of its inſufficiency and unſervice- 


ableneſs to the felicity of a martal 


creature; yea, its extreamly dange- 


rous conſequences to a ſoul, that 
muſt 
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= Fo 
upon muſt ſurvive the ſhort enjoyment 
eatly thereof. Some perſons indecd, igno- 
by, rant or incredulous of a future e— 
Pro "ſtate; preſuming of no ſenſe remain- 


nuch ing after death, nor regarding any 
- 15" accompt to be rendred of this liſe's 
tful. ions, have encouraged themſelves, 
1 the and others in the free enjoyment of 
preſent ſenſualities, upon the ſcore 

for of our life's ſhortneſs and uncer- 
ho tainty ; inculcating ſuch Maxims 
1 by as theſe: 
lan-. — Rrevis eſt hic fructus Lucr. 
ugh homullis 5 Quem fors dierum cunque dabit, 
ther ---poſt mortem nulla vo- Appone, nec dulces amores [lucro 


$ Oc. 
IWN 4 luptas. 8 Hor L. g 
t 15 Let us eat and drink 5 1 Cor. 15. 32. 


teſt for to morrow we (ball 

nt) aye; becauſe our life is ſhort, let us 

and make the moſt advantageous ule 

by thereof we can; becauſc death is 

yea uncertain, let us prevent its {urpri- 

US * fal, and be beforehand with it, en- 

ice- joying ſomewhat, before it ſnatches 

rtal all from us. I he Authour of Wiſe- 

ge- dom obſerveth, and thus repreſents 

hat theſe Mens diſcourſe; Our life is Sap. 2 1c 
uſt "Ds ſhort 2 
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T Hort and tedious ; and in the death the 
i : 

of a man there is no remedy; neither co 
Ii was there any man known to have re- pe 


death might ſpeedily attack them , 
did not a little quaſh their mirth , 
and damp their pleaſure. To think, 
that this perhaps might be the laft 
get they ſhould taſte of; that 
they 


* turned from the grave : — Come on, ip! 
. therefore let us enjoy the good things ca 
i that are preſent ; let us ſpeedily uſe lo 
* the creatures like as in youth; let us pr 
' f our ſelves with coſtly wine and el 
þ ointments; and let no flower of the w. 

BR ſpring paſs by us let us crown our JC 
ö ſelves with roſe-buds before they be ſe 
| | withered ; let none of us go without V 

fi his part of voluptuouſneſs----for this is n 
. our portion, and our lot is this. Thus, * 

. and no wonder, have ſome men f. 
* conceiving themſelves beaſts, reſol- t 

| ved to live as ſuch ; renouncing all - Cc 

I. ſober care becoming men, and 
4 drowning their reaſon in brutiſli #7 
| ſenſualities ; ; yet no queſtion, the 

| very ſame Teflexion , that this lite 

lt would ſoon paſs away, and that 
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a they ſhould themſelves ſhortly be- 
come the feaſt of Worms and Ser- 


pents; could not but ſomewhat 


{poil the guſt of their higheſt deli- 
 cacies, and diſturb the ſport of their 
loudeſt jovialties; 
preſſion, make the meat in their bow- Job 20. 14. 

els to turn, and be as the gall of Aſps 


but, in Jobs ex- 


within them. Thoſe cuſtomary en- 
joyments did ſo enamour them ol 
ſenſual delight, that they could not 


- without pungent regret imagine a 


neceſſity of ſoon for ever parting 
with them; and ſo their very Plea- 
{ure was by this thought made dit- 
traſtfull and embittered to them. So 
did the Wiſeman obſerve: O death, 

how bitter is the remembrance of thee 
to a man that liveth at reſt in his poſ- 
ſeſſions; unto the man that hath no- 
thing to vex him; and that hath pre 


ſperity in all things ; Zea adds he A Ecclus 41. 1. 


to him that is yet abs to receive meat. 


And how bitter then muſt the re- 


membrance thereof be to him, who 
walloweth in all kind of corporal ſa- 


F | tisfaction and delight ; that placeth 


all 


TEE 
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Eccleſ. 7. 6. 


Heb. rr. 25. 


all his happineſs in ſenſual enjoy- 
ment? However, as to us, who are 


better inſtructed and aftefted ; who 
know and believe a future ſtate ; 


the conſideration, that the time of 


enjoying theſe delights will ſoon be 
over; that this World's jollity is 
but like the crackling of thorns under 
a pot (which yields a brisk ſound , 
and a cheariuli blaze, but heats little, 
and inſtantly paſſes away ) that they 
leave no good fruits behind them, 
but do onely corrupt and enervate 
our minds; war againſt, and hurt 
our ſouls ; tempt us to fin, and in- 
volve us in guilt; that therefore So- 
loamon was {urcly in the right, when 
he faid of /aughter, that 7t is mad, 
and of mirth, what doth it? (that is, 
that the higheſt of theſe delights 
are very irrational impertinences ) 
and of intemperance; that, at the 


Prov. 23. 32. laſt, it biteth like a Serpent, aud 


ſtingeth like an Adder; with us, I 
ſay, who reflect thus, that (egs- 
xa. 4magliz; emnauns ) enjoy 
ment of ſinfull pleaſure for a ſeaſon 


cduno: 


commonly with great 


— — 22 
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' caunot obtain much eſtecm and love; 
but will rather, I hope 
ſed and abhorred by us. I will add 


„be deſpi- 


onely 

4. Concerning ſecular Wiſedom 
and Knowledge ; the 
which Men do alſo 


Ame yeu n gia Tavuds- 
og nb, Ex 640 Nn hreb , 00 
TW Ce SH. Ariſt. Erh. X 7. 


earneſtneſs and ambi- 


tion ſeek after, as the moſt ſpecious 


ornament, and pure content of their 
mind ; this conſideration doth alſo 
detect the juſt value thereof; ſo 


as to allay intemperate ardour to- 
ward it, pride and conceitedneſs up- 


on the having, or ſeeming to have 


it, envy and emulation about it. 
For, imagine, if you pleaſe, a Man 


accompliſhed with all varieties of 
learning commendable , able to re- 
compt all the ſtories that have been 
ever Written{(or the deeds acted) ſince 
the World's beginning; to under- 


ſtand, or with the moſt delightfull 


fluency and elegancy to (peak all the 


languages that have at any time 
been in uſe among the ſons of mn; 
EE skil- 
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skilfull in twiſting and untwiſting 


all kinds of ſubtilties; verſed in all 1 
{orts of natural experiments, and g f 
ready to aſſign plauſible conjectures th 
about the cauſes of them; ſtudied 
in all Books whatever, and in all 15 
3 Monuments of Antiquity; deeply 5 
at knowing in all the myſteries of art, 5 


gl or ſcience, or policy, ſuch as have e- 0 
ver been deviſed by humane wit, 


1 or ſtudy or obſervation; yet all this, |: 
| ſuch 1s the pity, he muſt be forced 85 
if | preſently to abandon; all the ule he . 
[| could make of all his notions, the en 
It pleaſure he might find in them, the of 
[1 reputation accruing to him from Br. 
[ them mult at that fatal minute va- 5 
I Plat. 46.4. Miſh; his breath goeth forth, he re- @ 
f cel. y. 1. turneth to his earth, in that very day |» 
; his thou his periſh. There is no wort, 55 
1 nor d. ce, nor knowledge , nor wiſe- m 
1 


dom in the grave, whither he goeth. 
Lis ſen (faith the Fſalmiſt, ſeen Ji. 


Plal. 49. 10. 


- . ow SE IAG 


Eccl. . 14,15, indeed every day, and obſerved by 
Cc. all that wiſe men dye, likewiſe the 
foo! and brutiſh perſon periſpeth; on ha 
event happeneth to them both ; there un 


&\ 
Fa | 


* one 
there 


re 
# 
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' is no remembrance of the wiſe more 


than of the fool for ever; (both dye 


| alike, both alike are forgotten a8 


the wiſeſt man himſelf, did ( not 
without ſome diſtaſt) obſerve and 
complain. All our ſubtile conceits, 
and nice criticiſms ; all our fine in- 
ventions and goodly ſpeculations 


ſhall be ſwallowed up either in the 


utter darkneſs, or in the clearer 
light of the future ſtate. One Po- 
tion of that Lethean cup (which 
we muſt all take down upon our 


4 
entrance into that Jan 1 


of forget fulneſs) will 


probably drown the 
memory, detace the 


ſhape of all thoſe /de- 
as, with which we 


 #) dinas teavlas. 


Tub I" Torupgres die: 
Ely em wy, nec / ener 
Tg euTw Tz; alas , 0c 
© as Yeno les 7 N, 
Cato Sen 
apud Plut. pag. 641. 


have here ſtufted our 
minds; however they are not like 
to be of uſe to us in that new , ſo 


different, ſtate ; where none of our 
languages are ſpoken ; none of our 
experience will ſuit ; where all things 
have quite another face unknown n 
unthought of by us. 


Where Ari- 
ſtotle 
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flotle, and Varro ſhall appear mere 
Idiots; Demoſthenes and Cicero ſhall 
become very infants; the wiſeſt 
and cloquenteſt Greeks will prove 
ſenſeleſs and dumb Barbarians ; 
where all our Authours ſhall have 
no authority ; where we mult all 
go freſh to ſchool again; muſt un- 
learn perhaps, what in theſe miſty 
regions we thought our ſelves beſt 
to know ; and begin to learn, what 
we not once ever dream'd of ; Doth 
therefore, I pray you, ſo tranſitory 
and fruitleſs a good (for it ſelf ! 
mean and excepting our duty to 
God, or the reaſonable diligence we 
are bound to uſe in our calling) de- 
{erve ſuch anxious deſire, or ſo reſt- 
leſs toil; fo carefull attention of 
mind, or aſſiduous pain of body a- 
bout it? Doth it become us to con- 
tend, or emulate ſo much about it 
Above all do we not moſt unreaſo- 
nably, and againſt the nature of thc 
thing it ſelf we pretend to ( that 15, 
ignorantly and fooliſhly ) if we are 


proud and conceited, much value 
our 
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dur ſelves or contemn others, in re- 
| ſpect thereto ? Solomon the molt ex- 
periencd in this matter, and beſt a- 


ble to judge thereof (He that gave 


| his heart to ſeek and ſearch out by 
v iſedom concerning ll things that 
had been done under Heaven, and 
this with extream ſucceſs ; even he; 
paſſeth the ſame ſentence of vanity, 
vexation and unprofitableneſs, upon 
this, as upon all other ſubceleſtial 
things. True, he commends wile- 
dom as an excellent and uſefull thin 

comparatively; exceeding folly , 7 0 Arriy — 2 
far as light exceedeth darkneſs; But 64 
ſince light it {elf is not permanent, ele 15. 
but muſt give way to darkneſs, the 
difference ſoon vaniſhed; and his o- 
pinion thereof abated; conſidering, 
that as it happened to the fool, ſo it 
happened to him, he breaks into that 
expoſtulation: And why then was 1 


more wiſe > to what purpoſe was 


1 | ſuch a diſtinction made, that ſigni- 


* fied in effect ſo little? And indeed 


: che Teſtimony of this great perſo- 
nage may ſerve for a good Epilogue 


ro 
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to all this diſcourſe, diſcovering, |: 
ſufficiently the ſlender worth of all |: 
earthly things: Sceing he, that had 
given himſelf induſtriouſly to expe- 
riment the worth of all things here 
below, to ſound the depth of their 
vtmoſt perfection and uſe; who 
had all the advantages imaginable 
of performing it: Who flouriſhed | 
in the greateſt magnificences of 
worldly pomp and power; who en- 
joyed an incredible affluence of all 
riches; who taſted all varieties of 
moſt exquiſite pleaſure; whoſe heart a 
was (by God's ſpecial gift, and by ci 
his own induſtrious care ) enlarged 
with all kind of knowledge ( fur- 


kings 4- 29. niſhed with notions many as the Fi 


ſand upon the ſea ſhore )) above all 1 
that were before him; who had 
poſſeſſed and enjoyed all that fancy 
could conceive, or heart could with, « 
and had arrived to the top of ſecular 4 
Happinels ; ; Yet even He with pa- 
thetical reiteration pronounces all to 
be vanity and vexation of ſpirit ; al. fi 
together unprofitable and unſatisfa 4 
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ctory to the mind of Man. And 


iſo therefore we may juſtly conclude 


*them to be; fo finiſhing the firſt 


grand advantage this preſent conſi- 
deration affordeth us in order to 
that wiſedom, to which we ſhould 
apply our hearts. 

I ſhould proceed to gather other 
good fruits, which it is apt to pro- 
duce and contribute to the ſame 
purpoſe; but ſince my thoughts 
have taken ſo large ſcope upon 
that former head, ſo that I have 
already too much, I fear, exer- 
Tiled your patience, I ſhall onely 
mention the reſt. As this confi- 
deration doth, as we have ſeen, 
Firſt, diſpoſe us rightly to value 
Poe temporal goods, and moderate 
our affections about them; ſo it 
doth, Secondly, in like manner, con- 


with, Quce to the right eſtimation of tem- 
ecular ÞPoral evils; and thereby to the well 
th px fempering our paſſions, in the re- 
; all to ſentment of them; to the beget- 
it ; al- ging of patience and contentedneſs 
atisa- n our minds, Alſo, Thirdly, it may 


ctory N E. 


help 
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help us to value, and excite us to 


regard thoſe things (good or evil) 


which relate to our future ſtate ; 


being the things onely of a perma- 


nent nature, and of an everlaſting 


conſequence to us. Fourthly, It will 


engage us to husband carefully and 
well employ this ſhort time of our 
preſent life: Not to defer or pro- 
craſtinate our endeavours to live 
well; not to be lazy and loitering 
in the diſpatch of our onely cont 
derable buſineſs, relating to eterni- 


ty; to embrace all opportunities, 
and improve all means; and fol. 
low the beſt compendiums of good 
practice leading to eternal bliſs. Fifth: * 
ly, It will be apt to confer much di 
toward the begerting and preſerving ? 
ſincerity in our thoughts, words ane 
actions; cauſing us to decline all ob + 


lique deſigns upon preſent mean in 


tereſts, or baſe regards to the opint * 
ons or affections of men: beari 
ſingle reſpects to our conſcience anc 
duty in our actions; Teaching v# 
to ſpeak as we mean; and be wü 


wm 
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us to] we would ſeem; to be in our hearts 
evil )Þ and in our cloſets, what we appear 
tate; in our outward expreſſions and con- 
rma · verſations with Men; For conſide- 
iſting ring, that within a very ſhort time 
t will all the thoughts of our hearts ſhall be 
y and diſcloſed; and all the actions of our 
ff our lives expoſed to publick view (be- 
r pro- ing ſtrictly to be examined at the 
live great bar of divine judgment before 
tering Angels and Men) we cannot but 
conlt- perceive it to be the greateſt folly 
eternt lin the World, for this ſhort preſent 
nities, time to diſguiſe our ſelves ; to con- 


d fol. 


iccal our intentions, or {mother our 


good 


actions. What hath occurred (upon 
Fifth *theſe important ſubjects) to my me- 
much ditation, I mult at preſent, in regard 
ervin to your patience, omit. I ſhall cloſe 
rds arc all with that good Collect of our 
> all ob Church. 
ean in 
2 opitii # Almighty God, give us grace, that 
bearin; we may caſt away the works of dark- 
nce all Wxeſs, and put upon us the armour of 
hing V light now in the time of this mortal 
Xe Wi Wife, in which thy Son Feſus Chriſt 
wy E 2 came 


_ 


The C onſuderation of 


8 


. 52 


came to viſit us iu great humility , 


that in the laſt day, when he ſhal| 
come _-_ in his glorious Majeſty to 


judge both the quick and the dead, 
we may riſe to the life immortal, 
through him, who liveth and reigneth 


with thee, and the Holy Ghoſt ; now 


and ever. Amen. 
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PSALM XC. 1. 


So teach us to number our days, 
that we may apply our hearts 
unto wiſdom. 


theſe words (expounded accord- — 3 1 
ing to the moſt common and paſſa- me will 7 10 
ble interpretation) that which | rank. E b 
—ſchiefly obſerved was this: That wh 

the ſerious conſideration of the ſhort- yl | 
neſs and frailty of our life is a fit ih 
mean or rational inſtrument ſubſer- 


ient to the bringing our hearts to 
E 3 wiſedom; 


IN 2. formerly upon Job 14. 1. 
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wiſedom; that is, to the making us 
diſcern, attend unto, embrace and 


proſecute ſuch things as, according] 
to the dictates of right reaſon, are 


truly beſt for us. 


I. The truth of which obſerva- 
tion I largely declared from hence, 
that the ſaid conſideration diſpoſeth 
us to judge rightly about thoſe goods 
( which ordinarily court and tempt 


us, viz, worldly glory and honour; f 
riches, pleaſure, knowledge; to 
which I might have added wit, 


ſtrength and beauty ) what their 
juſt worth and value is; and con- 
ſequently to moderate our affecti. 
ons, our cares, our endeavours 2. 


bout them; for that if all thoſe| 
goods be uncertain and tranſitory, 


there can be no great reaſon to prize 
them much, or to affect them ve- 


hemently, or to ſpend much care} 


and pain about them. 
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life. 
 appe, 


II. 1 ſhall next in the ſame ſcales} ent! 


weigh our temporal evils ; and lay, ſoun 


that | 


our latter ud. 


that alſo, The conſideration of our 
lives brevity and frailty doth avail 
to the paſſing a true judgment of, and 


conſequently to the governing our 


paſſions, and ordering our behaviour 
in reſpect to all thoſe temporal evils, 
which either according to the Law 


of our nature, or the fortuitous 
courſe of things, or the particular 


diſpenſation of providence do befall 
us. Upon the declaration of which 
point I need not inſiſt much, ſince 
what was before diſcourſed concern- 


ing the oppoſite goods doth plainly 


enough infer it; more immediate- 
ly indeed in regard to the mala 
damni, or privationis, (the evils, 
which conliſt onely in the want, or 


| loſs of temporal goods) but ſuf- 


ficiently allo by a manifeſt parity 


of reaſon in reſpet to the mala 
ſenſus, the real pains, croſſes and in- 
conveniences, that aſſail us in this 
life. For if worldly glory do hence 
appear to be no more than a tranſi- 
ent blaze, a fading ſhew, a hollow 


ſound, a piece of theatrical pagean- 
E 4 try, 
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try, the want thereof cannot be ve- 


ry conſiderable to us. Obſcurity of 
condition (living in a valley be— 
neath that dangerous height, and 
deceitfull luſtre) cannot in reaſon 
be deemed a very ſad or pitifull 
thing; which ſhould diſpleaſe, or 
diſcompole us; it we may thence 
learn that abundant wealth 1s rather 
a needleſs clog, or a perillous ſnare, 
than any great convenience to us; 
we cannot well eſteem to be poor a 
great infelicity, or to undergo loſlesa 
grievous calamity ; but rather a be- 
nefit to be free from the diſtractions 
that attend it; to have little to keep 
for others, little to care for our ſelves. 
If theſe preſent pleaſures be diſcern- 
ed hence to be onely wild tugitive 
dreams; out of which being ſoon 
rouſed we ſhall onely find bitter re- 
grets to abide ; why ſhould not the 
wanting opportunities of enjoying 
them be rather accompted a happy 
advantage, than any part of miſery 
to us? If it ſeem, that the greateſt 
perfection of curious knowledge (of 
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hat uſe or ornament ſoever ) after 
it is hardly purchaſed, muſt ſoon be 


parted with ; to be ſimple or igno- 


rant will be no great matter of lamen- 


tation; as thole will appear no ſolid 


goods, ſo theie conſequently muſt 


be onely ambre malorum, phantalms, 
or ſhadows of evil, rather than tru- 


ly or ſubſtantially ſo; (evils created 


by fancy and ſubſiſting thereby; 
which reaſon ſhould, and time will 


' ſurely remove.) That in being im- 


patient or diſconſolate for them, we 
are but like children, that fret and 
wail for the want of petty toys. 


And for the more real or poſitive e- 
vils, ſuch as violently aſſault nature, 
| Whoſe impreſſions no reaſon can ſo 
withſtand, as to diſtinguiſh all dit- 
taſt or afflictive ſenſe of them; yet 


this conſideration will aid to abate 


and aſſwage them; affording a cer- 


tain hope and proſpect of approach- 


heartily 


Sen. Ep. 89. 


ing redreſs. It is oſten ſeen at Sea, 
that Men (from unacquaintance with 
ſuch agitations, or from brackiſh 
teams ariſing from the ſalt Water) are 
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heartily fick, and diſcover them- 
ſelves to be ſo by apparently grie- 
vous {ymptoms; yet no man hard- 
ly there doth mind or pity them, 
becauſe the malady is not ſuppoſed 
dangerous, and within a while will 
probably of it ſelf paſs over; or 
that however, the remedy is not 


far off; the ſight of Land, a taſt of 


the freſh Air will relieve them: *Tis 
near our Caſe: We paſſing over 
this troubleſome Sea of life : from 


unexperience, joined with the ten- 


derneſs of our conſtitution, we can- 


not well endure the changes and | 
croſſes of fortune; to be toſſed up 
and down; to fuck in the ſharp va- 
pours of penury, diſgrace, ſickneſs, Þ 
and the like, doth beget a qualm in 
our ſtomachs ; make us nauſeate all 
things, and appear ſorely diſtemper- | 
ed; yet is not our condition ſo diſ- | 
mal, as it ſeems; we may grow har- | 
dier, and wear out our ſenſe of af. 
fliction; however, the Land is not | 
jar off, and by diſemoarking hence, 
we ſhall ſuddenly be diſcharged jo : 

ap 


* 


a 
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all our moleſtations. 
Tis a common ſolace 
of grief, approved by 
wife men, /i gravis, bre- 
vis et; ft longus, levis; 
if it be. very grievous 
and acute, it cannot 


continue long, without 


intermiſiion or reſpit; 
if it abide long, it is ſup- 
portable; intolerable 


pain is like lightening, 


it deſtroys us, or is it 
{elf inſtantly deſtroy- 


Od ce. mvs I akegv 3k 
R NES. 

To ww agognlov Yearyer * 
To J YeoviCov gcenſov. Ant. 
VII. Set. 33. 

Stimmi doloris intentio inves 
nit finem : nemo poteſt valde do- 
lere, & diu: fic nos amantiſſi- 
ma noſtri natura diſpoſuit, ut 
Aolorem aut tolerabilem, aut bre« 
wvem faceret. Sen. Ep. 24. 


Dolore perculſi mortem implo- 
ramus, eamque unam, ut miſe- 
riarum malorumque termanum , 
exoptamus. CIC. con/. 


Mori ar? hoc dicis; deſinam 


egrotare poſſe, & c. Sen. 


cd. However, death at length 
\ (which never is far off) will tree 
us; be we never ſo much toſſed 


with ſtorms of misfortune, that is a 
lure haven; be we perſecuted with 
never ſo many enemies, that is a 
ſafe refuge; let what pains or diſca- 
ſes ſoever infeſt us, that is an aſſu- 
red Anodynon, and infallible remedy 
for them all; however we be wea- 
ried with the labours of the day, the 
night will come and cable us; the 


grave will become a bed of reſt unto 


Us. 
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us. Shall I dye ? I ſhall then ceaſe 
to be ſick ; I ſhall be exempted from 
diſgrace ; I ſhall be enlarged from 
priſon ; I ſhall be no more pinched 
with want; no more tormented with 
pain. Death is a Winter, that as it 
withers the Roſe and Lily, ſo it kills 
the Nettle and Thiſtle ; as it ſtifles 
all worldly joy and pleaſure, ſo it 
ſuppreſſes all care and grief; as it 
huſhes the voice of mirth and me- 
lody, ſo it ſtills the clamours, and 
the ſighs of miſery ; as it defaces all 
the Worlds glory, ſo it covers all 
diſgrace, wipes off all tears, ſi- 
lences all complaint, buries all diſ- 
quiet and diſcontent. King Philip 
of Macedon once threatned the Spar- 
tans to vex them ſorely, and bring 
them into great ſtraits ; but, anſwe— 
Ale gn, red they, can he hinder us from dy- 
Lenser 76 5g; that indeed is a way of eva- 
©, ines deem ding, which no enemy can obſtruct, 


ri pere vitam 
nem non P0mi- 
ui poteſt, At 
zemo mortem. 
Sen. Trag. 
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they who can depiive of life, and 
its conveniences, cannot take away 
death from them. There is a place, 


Fob | 


no iyrant can debar Men from; 
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Job tells us, where the wicked ceaſe Job 3. 17. 


from troubling , and where the weary 
be at reſt ; where the priſoners reſt to- 
gether ; they hear not the voice of the 
oppreſſour ; the ſmall and great are 
there; and the ſervant is free from 
his Maſter. Tis therefore but hold- 
ing out a while, and a deliverance 
from the worſt this World can mo- 
leſt us with, ſhall of its own accord 
arrive unto us; in the mean time tis 
better that we at preſent owe the be- 
nefit of our comfort to reaſon, than 
afterward to time ; by rational con- 
ſideration to work patience and con- 
tentment in our ſelves; and to ule 
the ſhortneſs of our lite as an argu- 
ment to ſuſtain us in our affliction, 
than to ſind the end thereof onely a 
natural and neceſſary means of our 
reſcue from it. The contemplation 
of this cannct fail to yield ſome- 
thing of courage and ſolace to us in 
the greateſt preſſures; theſè tran- 


ſient, and ſhort- liv d evils, if we con- 


on them as ſo, cannot appear ſuch 
horrid bugbears, as much to aftright 


or 


{ 


; 
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O wane mh 
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Omnia brevia 


tolerabilia efſe 


debent, etiamſe 


magua. Cic. 


Læl. ad fin. 
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us. Shall I dye ? I ſhall then ceaſe 
to be ſick ; I ſhall be exempted from 
diſgrace ; I ſhall be enlarged from 
priſon ; I ſhall be no more pinched 
with want; no more tormented with 
pain. Death is a Winter, that as it 
withers the Roſe and Lily, ſo it kills 
the Nettle and Thiſtle ; as it ſtifles 
all worldly joy and pleaſure, ſo it 
ſuppreſſes all care and grief; as it 
huſhes the voice of mirth and me- 
lody, fo it ſtills the clamours, and 
the ſighs of miſery ; as it defaces all 
the World's glory, ſo it covers all 
diſgrace, wipes off all tears, ſi- 
lences all complaint, buries all diſ- 
quiet and diſcontent. King Philip 
of Macedon once threatned the Spar- 
* to vex them ſorely, and bring 
them into great ſtraits; but, anſwe⸗ 
"Mil gn, red they, can he hinder us from dy- 
Censry, , T85- ug; that indeed is a way of eva- 
3 ding, which no enemy can obſtruct, 
nemo non Hum. og Tyrant can debar Men from; 
-f vic ABWas they who can deprive of life, and 
Sen. Trag. its conveniences, cannot take away 


death from them. There is a place, 
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Job tells us, where the wicked ceaſe Job 3. 17. 


from troubling, and where the weary 
be at reſt ; where the priſoners reſt to- 


gether ; they hear not the woice of the 


oppreſſour ; the ſmall and great are 


there; and the ſervant is free from 


his Maſter. Tis therefore but hold- 


arrive unto us; in the mean time 'tis 
better that we at preſent owe the be- 


\ nefit of our comfort to reaſon, than 


afterward to time ; by rational con- 
ſideration to work patience and con- 
tentment in our ſelves; and to ule 
the ſhortneſs of our lite as an argu- 
ment to ſuſtain us in our affliction, 
than to find the end thereof onely a 
natural and neceſſary means of our 


, 
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from the worſt this World can mo- Me md 
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reſcue from it. The contemplation 27s e 


of this cannct {ail to yield ſome- 


tolerabilia eſſe 
debent, etiamſe 


thing of courage and ſolace to us in 9g»-. Cie. 


the greateſt preſſures ; theſe tran- 


or 
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ſient, and ſhort- liv d evils, if we con- 
ſider them as fo, cannot appear ſuch 
| horrid bugbears, as much to affright 


The Conſideration of 


or diſmay us; if we remember how 
ſhort they are, we cannot eſteem 


them ſo great, or ſo intolerable, Þ 


There be, I muſt confeſs, divers 
more noble conſiderations , proper 
and available to cure diſcontent and 
impatience. The conſidering, that 
all theſe evils proceed from God's 


juſt will, and wiſe providence; un- 


to which it 1s fits, and we upon al! 


accompts are obliged readily to ſub-F 


mit; that they do ordinarily come 
from God's goodneſs, and gracious 
deſign towards us; that they arc 


medicines (although ungratefull, yet 
wholſome ) adminiſtred by the D. 
vine Wiſedom, to prevent, remove or| 


abate our diſtempers of foul ( to al. 


lay the tumours of pride, to coc 


the fevers of intemperate deſire; to 


roule us from the lethargy of ſloath; 
to ſtop the gangrene of bad conſc: ! 
ence) that they are fatherly corre 
ctions, intended to reclaim us from 


ſin, and excite us to duty ; that the) 


ſerve as inſtruments or occaſions te 


exerciſe, to try, to refine our vertue; 


to 
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to beget in us the hope, to qualifie 
us for the reception of better re- 
wards; ſuch diſcourſes indeed are 
of a better nature, and have a more 
excellent kind of efficacy: yet no 
fit help, no good art, no juſt wea- 
pon is to be quite neglected in the 
combat againſt our ipiritua foes. A 
Pebble-ſtone hath been ſometimes 
found more convenient than a Sword 
or a Spear to ſlay a Giant. Baſer re- 
medies (by reaſon of the Patient's 
conſtitution, or circumſtances ) do 
ſometime produce good effect, when 


others in their own nature more rich 
and potent want efficacy. And 
ſurely frequent refiexions upon our 


mortality, and living under the ſenſe 


of our life's frailty cannot but con- 


; td duce ſomewhat to the begetting in 
ath us an indifferency of mind toward 
nſci- All theſe temporal occurents : to ex- 
oOrre- | tenuate both the goods and the evils 
from Me here meet with; conſequently 
they therefore to compoſe and calm our 
15 te Paſſions about them. 


tue 
to III. But 
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III. But IT proceed to another uſe 
of that conſideration we ſpeak of 
emergent from the former, but ſo 
as to improve it to higher purpo- 
ſes. For ſince it is uſetull to the di- 
miniſhing our admiration of theſe 
worldly things, to the withdrawing 
our affections from them, to the 
ſlackning our endeavours about 
them; it will follow that it muſt 
conduce alſo to beget an eſteem, 2 
deſire, a proſecution of things con- 
ducing to our future welfare; both 
by removing the obſtacles of doing 
ſo, and by engaging us to conſider 
the importance of thoſe things in 
compariſon with theſe. By removing 
obſtacles I ſay ; for while our hearts 
are poſſeſſed with regard and paſſion 
toward thele preſent things, there 
can be no room left in them for re- 
ſpect and affection toward things 
future. Tis in our ſoul as in the 
reſt of nature ; there can be no pc- 
netration of objects (as it were) in 
our hearts, nor any vacuity in them; 
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our mind no more than our body 
can be in ſeveral places, or tend ſe- 
veral ways, or abide in perſect reſt; 
yet ſome-· where it will always be; 


ſome-whither it will always go; 


ſome- what it will ever be doing. If 


we have a treaſure here ( ſome- what Matth. 6. 21. 


we greatly like and much confide 
in) oar hearts will be here With it; 
and if here, they cannot be other- 
where; they will be taken up; 
they will reſt ſatisfied ; they will 


on- | not care to ſeek farther. If we af- 1992 5: 44: 


5 


oth Þ fect worldly glory and delight in Mars. 6 24 1 


jere] mind thirſts after, and fucks in gree- 
re- dily ſenſual pleaſures, we ſhal! not 
ngs | reliſh ſpiritual delights, attending 
the | the practice of vertue and picty, or 
pe- | arifing from good conſcience ; ad- 
in | hering to, attending upon Maſters 
em; | Þt ſo different, ſo oppoſite a quality 
our F is 


ing | the applauſe of men, we ſhall not Aj 
der] be fo carefull to pleaſe God. and ' 
in] ſeek his favour. If we admire and al 
ing | repoſe confidence in riches, it will 10 
arts} make us neglectfull of God, and di- 4 
ſion] ſtruſtfull of his Providence; if our Rom. 8. 9. Mt 
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1 John 2. 15. 


is inconſiſtent; they cannot abide = 
peaceably together, they cannot Þ gh, 
both rule in our narrow breaſts ;Þ |. a 
we ſhall love and hold to the one; I (; inf 
hate and deſpiſe the other. If an appet 
man love the World, the love of the] gur ++ 
Father is not in him ; the love of the ger a 
World, as the preſent gueſt, ſo oc-f 5.64; 
cupies and fills the room; that it iſce 
will not admit, cannot hold the 


love of God. But when the heart e 
is diſcharged and emptied of thelep think 


things; when we begin to deſpiſe - 

his as baſe and . to diſtaſt ee 
them as inſipid and unſavoury; then goth 
naturally will ſucceed a deſire aftef „ante 
other things promiſing a more ſolid ge 
content; and deſire will breed en ur 
deavour ; and endeavour (further oven 
ed by Gods aſſiſtence always read 3 
to back it) will yeild ſuch a glimp and 
and taſte of thoſe things, as will i Ldivin 
comfort and ſatisfie our minds, that ſpirit 
thereby they will be drawn and en trade 
gaged into a more earneſt proſecu| 


ties t 
tion of them. When (I fay ) dn gt 


ving on ambitious Projects, heap er t! 
in; 
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ing up Wealth, providing for the 
fieſh (by our reflecting on the ſhort- 
neſs and frailty of our life) become 
ſo inſipid to us, that we find little 
appetite to them, or relith in them ; 


out reſtleſs minds will begin to hun- 


vants. Being ſomewhat diſentan- 


ger and thirſt after righteouſneſs, 
deſiring ſome ſatisfaction thence : 
Diſcerning theſe ſecular and carnal 
fruitions to be mere hu 
proper food of ſwine ) we ſhall be- 
think our ſelves of that better nou- 
rhment (of rational or ſpiritual 
comfort) which our Fathers houle 
doth afford to his children and ſer- 


'gled from the care of our farms and 


* 
12 


divine invitations to entertainments 


? 


our trafficks; from yoaking our 
| oxen and being married to our pre- 
ſent delights; we may be at leiſure, 


# 


and in diſpoſition to comply with 


in the end we ſhall be nothing rich- 


er thereby; reaſon will induce us 
F 2 with 


( the Luke 22 


ſpiritual. Experiencing, that our Math. 22. 
: 


trade about theſe petty commodi- 
ties turns to ſmall accompr, and that 
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Matth. 13. 46. fell all that we have (to forego our 


Heb. 13. 14. 
2 Fer. 2. 11. 


preſent intereſts and deſigns ) 


for 
the purchaſing that rich Pearl of 
God's Kingdom, which will yeild 
{ſo excecding profit; the gain of 
preſent comfort to our conſcience, 
and eternal happineſs to our ſouls. 
In fine, when we conſider ſeriouſly, 


that we have here no abiding City, | 
be tou 


but are onely ſojourners and pilgrims 
upon Earth; that all our care and pain 
here do regard onely an uncertain 


and tranſitory ſtate ; and will there- 


Heb. 11. 16. 


fore ſuddenly as to all fruit and be- 
nefit be loſt unto us; this will ſug- 
geſt unto us, with the good Patri- 
arclis, x 3. Zoey mare 3G, 
to long after a better Countrey ; a 
more aſſured, and laſting ſtate of 
life ; where we may enjoy {ome cer- 
tain and durable repole; to tend 
homeward, in our deſires and hopes, 
toward thoſe eternal Manſions of joy 
and reſt prepared tor God's faithtull 
Servants in Heaven. 


Thus will this | 
conſideration help toward the bring- | 


ing 
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ing us to inquire after and regard 
the things concerning our future 
ſtate; and in the reſult will engage 
us to compare them with theſe pre- 
ſent things, as to our concernment 
in them and the conſequence of them 
to our advantage or damage, whence 


a right judgment, and a congruous 


practice will naturally follow. There 


be four ways of comparing the things 


relating to this preſent life with thoſe 
which reſpect our future ſtate: Com- 
paring the goods of this with the 
goods of that; the evils of this with 
the evils of that; the goods of this 


with the evils of that; the evils of 


this with the goods of that. All theſe 
compariſons we may find often made 
in Scripture ; in order to the infor- 
ming our judgment about the re- 


ſpective value of both torts ; the 


preſent conſideration intervening, as 


a ſtandard to meaſure and try them 
by. HE 
Firſt then; comparing the pre- 


. 


4 


Hent goods with thole which con- 
ern our ſuture ſtate, ſince the tran» 


F 3 ſitori- 
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ſitorineſs and uncertainty oft tempo- 


ral goods detract from their worth, 
and render them in great degree con- 
temptible; but the durability and] 
certainty of | piritual goods dot! 
cncreale their rate, and make them 
exceedingly valuable; 'tis evident 
hence, that ſpiritual goods are in- 
finitely to be preſerred in our opini-f 
on, to be more willingly embraced, 
co be more zealouſly purſucd than 
temporal goods, that in caſe of 


competition, when both cannot be 


enjoyed, we are in reaſon obliged 
readily to part with all theſe, rather 
than to foricit our title unto, or 


hazard our hope of thole. Thus in 


the Scripture it is often diſcourſed 


. The world ( ſaith St. John) paſſeti| 
away, and the defire thereof ; but h 
that doeth the will of God ahideti\ © 


for ever : The World, and all cha“ 
is defirable therein is tranſient ; bus 
obedience to God's commandmient | 
is of an everlaſting con{equznce; | 
whence he infers, that we {houk 
not love the world; that 15, not em 

tertaul : 


| 


our mind, to be ſober, and hope to 
the end; to proceed and perſiſt 
; conſtantly in faithtull obedience to 


tertain ſuch an affeQtion thereto, as 


certain riches, but in the living God; 


| God. Charge thoſe (ſaith St. Paul) 1 Tim, 6. 19. 
wo are rich in this world, that they 
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may any way prejudice the love of 

God, or hinder the obedience ſpring- 

ing thence, or ſuitable thereto. | 
All fleſh is graſs ( faith St. Peter) i Pet. 1, 24 


and all the glory of man as the flower 


of the graſs ; the graſs withereth, and 
the flower thereof falleth away; but 
the word of the Lord eadureth for 
ever : All worldly glory is frail and 
fading, but the Word of God is eter- 
nally firm and permanent; that is, 
the good things by God promiſed 
to them, who faithfully ſerve him, 
ſhall infallibly be conferred on them 
to their everlaſting benefit ; whence 


it follows, that as he exhorts, we 


are bound to gird up the loins of „. 


—— — — 
— 


be not high minded, nor truſt in un- i 


that they do good, be rich in good ' 
works, ready to diſtribute, willing to þ 
F 4 com. 
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communicate ; treaſuring up for them. 
ſelves a good foundation for the fu 
ture; that they may attain everlaſting 
life : Since, argues he, preſent riches 
are of uncertain, and ſhort continu- 
ance ; but faith and obedience to 
God, exerciſed in our charity and 
mercy toward men, are a certain 
ſtock improveable to our cternal 
intereſt; therefore be not proud of, 
nor relie upon thoſe, but regard 
eſpecially, and employ our ſelves 


upon theſe. Our Saviour himſelf 


doth often inſiſt upon, and incul- 

Matth. 6. 20. cate this compariſon : Treaſure not 
unto your ſelves treaſures upon earth. 

where moth and ruſt do corrupt ; ant 

where thieves break through and ſteal ; 

but treaſure up to your ſelves treaſures 

in heaven, where moth and ruſt do 

not corrupt, and where thieves do not 

v.25- break through and ſteal. Do not tak: 
care for your foul, what ye ſhall eat, 

and what ye ſhall drink ; nor for your 


John 6. 27. firſt the kingdom of God. Labour not 
for the food that periſheth, but for the 
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your ſuliſtauce, and give alis; pro- 
wide your ſelves bags that wax not 
old ; an indefettible treaſure in the 


| heavens : Thus doth the holy Scrip- 


ture, ſetting forth the uncertainty 
ind tranſitorineſs of the preſent, the 
certainty and permanency of fu- 


ture goods, declare the excellency 
of theſe above thoſe; adviſing There: 
upon, with higheſt reaſon, rhat we 
willingly reject thoſe (in real effec? 


if need be, however alu ays in des- 


dy diſpoſition of mind) in order to 
the procuring or ſecuring of thete. 


t allo, for our example and encou- 
ragement, comments to us the wilc- 


dom and vertue of thoſe Perſons, 


who have effectually pracꝭ iſed this 


duty: of Abraham, our Father, wito, Heb. 11. 10. 


in expectation of that well-founded 
Ciry, made and built by God, did 


readily deſert his Countiey and Kin- 
dred, with all preſent accommoda- 
tions of life; of Moſes, who diſre- 
garded the ſplendors and delights ot 
a great Court; rejected the alliance 


of 


„EAN e. 


pF, 23 
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food that abideth to eternal life ; ſell Luke 12. 33. 
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Matth. 19. 27. 
Luke 18. 28. 


Luke 10. 29. 


Phil. 3. 73 8 


of a great Princeſs, and refuſed to be 


called the ſon of Pharaoh s daughter ; 
in relpect to the p1Szo3>0!z, * 
future diſtribution of reward ; 

ſhare wherein ſhall aſſuredly fall 0 
them, who above all other conſide- 
rations regard the performance of 
their duty to God, of the Apoſtles, 
ho forſuok all, Parcnts, Brethren, 
Lands, Houſcs, Trades, 
Cuſtome, to follow Chriſt ; 


Jar honour, power, wealth and de- 
light; in lope onely to receive from 
him divine benefits, and future pre- 
ſerments in his Kingdom; of Mary, 
who neglecting preient :Mairs, and 
{cating her ſelf at Jeſus his feet, at- 
an to his ditcipline; is com- 
mended ſor her i viledom, in minding 
tlie ozely necelſury thing; in chuſing 

he better puri, which could never 4 
zaſten from he er: of dt. Paul, Who ac- 


compted all his gains { ali his world- 
I intereſts and privileges } t e 


da amaze, iO be dung In reſpect "At 


Chrijt, and the excellent knowledge «| 
Him, 


receits of | 
him at 
preſent poor, and naked of all ſecu- 
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him, with the benefits thence accru- 


ing to him. On the contrary there 


we have Eſau condemned and ſtig- 
matized for 4 profane and a vain 


one little eating-bout ; one micls of 
Pottage ( for a little preſent ſatisfa- 
ction of ſenſe, or tor the ſuſtenance 
oi this frail life) did withgo his 
birthright, that embleme ot ipiritu- 
al blellings and priviledges. 
have again repreſented to us that 
unhappy young Geztleman ; who, 
though he had good qualities, ren- 
dring him amiable even to our Sa- 
viour; and had been trained up in 
the obſervance of God's Command- 
ments; yet not being content to 


part with his large Poſſeſſions, in 


licu of the treaſure by Chriſt oſſer- 
ed in Heaven, was reputed defici- 


ent; could find no acceptance with 


God, nor admiſſion into his Ring- 
dom; for a pitty temporal commo- 
diry forfeiting an infinite eternal ad- 
'antage. For, faith our Saviour, 


tle that loveth father or wow 4. March. 10. 7 4 
| | 0VE 


| perſon, who (ald 112; $orlores )) fer Heb, r2. 16 
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Luke 14. 26. 


Mark 10. 29. 


1 Pet. 1. 4. 
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bove me; he that doth not hate ſathe/ 
and mother, wife and children, bre- 
thers and ſiſters, yea his own life ( for 
me and the Goſpel ) is not worthy , 
me, nor can be my diſciple. He that 


in his eſteem or affection doth pre- 


fer any temporal advantages before 
tie benefits tendered by our Savi- 
our { yea doth not in compariſon 
deſpile, renounce and reject his dear- 
eſt contents of life, and the very 
capacity of enjoying them, his lite 
it ſelf) doth not deſerve to be rec- 
koned among the Diſciples of Chiſt; 
to be ſo much as a Pretender to eter- 
nal joy, or a candidate of immorta- 
lity. Our Saviour rejects all ſuch 
unwiſe and perverſe traders, who 
will not exchange brittle glaſs for 
ſolid gold; counterfeit gliſtering 


ſtones for genuine moſt pretious 
jewels; a garland of fading flowers 
tor an incorruptible Crown of Glo- 
ry ; 2 {mall temporary penſion for 
a _valily rich freehold ; an inheri- 
tance incorruptible and undefiled, and 
that fadeth not away, reſerved in the 
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heavens. Thus doth the Holy Scrip- 
ture teach us to compare thete ſorts 
of good things ; 

And, ſecondly, fo allo doth it 


to compare the evils of botit ſtates ; 


tor that ſceing, as the ſoon ceaſing 
of temporal miſchiefs ſhould (in 
reaſonable proceeding \) diminith the 
fear of them, and mitigate the grief 


for them; ſo the inceſſant conrinu- 


ance of ſpiritual evils doth accor- 
ding to juſt eſtimation) render them 
huge'y grievous and formidable; 
tis plain, that we ſhould much more 
diſlike, abominate, and ſhun ſpiri- 


tual evils, than temporal ; that we 


— 


ſhould make no queſtion rather to 
endure theic raroxytms of momen- 
tany pam, than incur thoſe chroni- 
cal and (indeed) incurable mala- 
dies; that we ihould run willingly 
into theſe ſhallow plathes of preſent 
inconvenience, rather than plunge 
our ſelves into thoſe unfathomable 
depths of eternal miſery. There is 


(I ſuppole ) no man, who would 


pot accompt it a very great calami- 
! {? ry 


* 


— 
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ty (ſuch as hardly greatcr could 


- befall him here) to have hs right Þ 


eye plucked out, and his right hand cui 
off, and his foot taken irom him ; to 
be deformed and maimed, ſo that 


he can do nothing, or ſtir any whi- | 


ther; yet our Lord repreſents theſe 
to us as inconſiderable evils, yea as 
things very eligible and advantage. 


ous in compariſon of thoſe miſchiets, þ - 
which the voluntary not embracing | 


them, in caſe we cannot other wilc 
than by ſo doing avoid fin, will 
bring on us: o e, ons, it is ({aith 
he) profitable for thee, that one if 
thy members be loſt, rather than that 


thy whole body be caſt into hell; a- 


r B, tis good, tis excellent for 


the zoenter into life lame and mai. 


med, and one ey'd, rather than having 


two Hands, and two feet, and two eye, N 


(in all integrity and beauty of this 
temporal, or corporal ſtare ) to le 


caſl ruto eternal fire. To be baniſh- | | kill 2 


a 7 hing 
You 11 


ed from ones native ſoil, ſecluded 
from all comforts of friendly ac- 
quaintance, deveſted irrecoverably 


he ir 
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of great eſtate and dignity ; becom- 
ing a vagrant and a ſervant in vile 
employment, in a ſtrange Countrey, 


every Man would Le apt to deem a 
wretched condition; yet Meſes, we 
lee, freely choſe it, rather than by en- 
joy ing unlaw full pleaſurcs at home, 
in Pharaoh's Court, to incur God's 
difpleaſure and vengeance : ovyx comm 
e Mano wav, chuſing rather 


| to undergo evil together with God's 


people, than to have ne gf ,,dpᷣ⁵ ie 
lug ria mz, a temporary frui- 
tion of fenfull delight, dangerous to 
the welfare of his ſoul. Death is 
commonly eſtecmed the moſt ex- 
tream and terrible of evils incident 
to man; yet our Saviour bids us 
not to regard or fear it, in compa- 
riſon of that deadly ruine, which 


ue 2dventure on by offending God: 


[ jay unto you my fricads (ith he, 
nc intended it for the molt friendl 
) be not afraid of them that 


kill the body, and after that have no- 
Ving farther to do; but I will (hew 
you whoa ye ſball fear; Fear him, who 
| aſter 


leb. 11. 25, 


Luke 12. 4 
Matth. 10. 28. 
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after he hath killed, hath power 10 
caſt into hell; to caſt both body and 
ſoul into Hell, and deſtroy them 
therein; Tea, I ſay unto you ( ſo he 
inculcates and impreſſes it upon 
them) fear him. 

But thirdly ; Conſidering the good 
things of this life together with the 
evils of that, which is to cone: 
Since enjoy ing theſe goods in com- 
variſon with enduring thoſe evils is 
but rejoicing for a moment in re- 
ſpect of mourning to eternity; it 
upon the feeming tiweetnels of the!c 
enjoyments to our carnal appetite 
be conſequent a remedileſs diſtem- 
pering of our foul; fo that what 
taſts like honey proves gall in the 
digeſtion ; gripes our bowels, gnaws 
our heart, and ſtings our conſcience 
for ever; if preſent mirth and jo!lity 
have a tendency to that dreadtu!] 
weeping and wailing and gnaſhing 


of teeth threatened in the Goſpe:! ; | 


if for the praiſe and favour of a few 
giddy men here we venture eternal 
thame and contuſion betore Gy 

an 
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ind Angels and all good men here- 
after ; af for attaining or preſerving 
a {mall ſtock of uncertain riches in 
this World we ſhall reduce our 
ſelves into a ſlate of moſt uncom- 
fortable nakedneſs and penury in the 
other. *Tis clear as the Sun that we 
are downright fools and mad-men, 
if we do not upon theſe accompts 
rather willingly reject all theſe good 
things, than hazard incurring any 
of thoſe evils; for, faith truth it (elf, 
What will it profit a man, if he gain 
the whole World ( x, 4 22 7 
url ) and be endamaged as to his 
ſoul, or loſe his foul as a muict. 
Tisa very diſadvantageous bargain 
for all the conveniences this World 
can afford to be deprived of the 


comforts of our immortal ſtate. 
But, 


Laſtly, comparing the evils of 
this life with the benefits of tlie tu- 
ture, ſince the worſt tempeſts of this 
life will be ſoon blown over, the 
bittereſt croſſes mult expire ( if not 
before, however) with our breath; 

| G but 
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James 1. 2. 


Rom. 5. 8. 


but the good things of the futun 


ſtate are immutable and perpetual, 
tis in evident conſequence mol? re: 


ſonable; that we freely (if ne 
be ) undertake, and patiently co 
dure theſe for the ſake of thoſe ; th 


can 
in hope of that zncorruptible FE bo 


tance, laid up for us in Heaven, v. 


not only {upport and comfort of 
ſelves, but even rejoice and exult i ane. 
all the aitiiftions by God's wiſe au 
juſt diſpenſation impoſed on us here 


as they in St. Peter; wherein (ſai natu. 


man 
him 


he) ye greatly rejoice ( or exult, 


being for a little while as in heavinf 
through manifold * afflictions or trial 


Accompting it all joy (faith St. Fame 


when ye fall into divers temptati 
( that is afflictions or trials ) ku 


ing that the trial of your faith pf 
fecteth patience ; that is, ſeeing i * 5 


ſufferance of chefs preſent evils cop the « 


duceth to the furtherance of yoÞ 


vant 


man 
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{piritual and eternal welfare. AP 
Fe glory in tribulation, ſaith St. Pa 
rendring the ſame accompt, If 
cauſe it tended to their ſouls 1 
vantag 
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Uture 
tual: 
k re: 


vantage : St. Paul, than whom no 
man perhaps ever more deeply ta- 
ſted of the cup of affliction; and 
nec that tempered with all the moſt 
ef bitter ingredients which this World 
Bo can produce; Whoſe lite was {nent 'Fy 444m4gy- 
en in continual agitation and unſettled- 
„ VF nels; in all hardſhips of travel and 
T OF labour and care; in extreme ſuſte- 
ulti rance of all pains both of body and 
e anf mind; in all imaginable dangers 
here and difficulties and diſtreſſes, that 
Caaif nature expoſes man unto, or hu— 
cull " mane malice can bring upon 
"PF him ; in all wants of natural com- 
a fort (food, ſleep, ſhelter, liberty, 
fame health) in all kinds of diſgrace and 
ati contumely ; as you may ſee in thoſe 
kn large inventories of his ſufferings, 


h py regiſtred by himſelt, in the Gm and ? 5 n 
NSF" 11 Chapters of his 2d Fpi/ile to 
Is OF! the Corinthians; Vet all this confi- 
f 5% dering the good things he expected 
Al 7 afterward to enjoy, he accompted 
Tal very flight and tolerable: For (fajth > Cor 4. 57 


| S. Fry £4 
t, i he) our lightneſs of affliction, that 1s To 55 en 
11s 7 for a little while here, worketh for us 1 8 ed 
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Rom. 8. 18. 


Heb. 10. 34. 
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Vol. 
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a far more exceeding weight of glory 
while we look not at the things which 
are ſeen ; but at thoſe, which are not 
ſeen; for the things which are ſeey 


are temporal ; but the things which 


are not ſeen are eternal. For we 
know, that when our earthly houſe of 
this tabernacle ( of this unſteady 
tranſitory abode ) 7s diſſolved we 
are to have a tabernacle from God, 
a houſe not made with hands, eternal 


in the Heavens. TI reckon, faith he} 
again, (that is having made a due 


compariſon and compuration ] find) 
that the ſufferings of this preſent time 
are not worthy (that is are not con- 
ſiderable, come under no rate or 
proportion) in reſpect of the glory 
which ſha!l be revealed ( or openly 
conlerred ) «por us. The like opi- 
nion had thole faithfull Chriſtians, 
in the Hpiſtle to the Hebrews, of 
whom 'tis ſaid, that being expoſed 
to publick ſcorn as in a theatre, with 


re roaches and affliftions, they did 


with gladneſs accept the ſpoiling * (or 


rapine) of their goods; knowing that 
0 


they | 
indur 
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that 
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ting us therefore for the 
mance of thoſe duties ſo often en- 
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they had in Heaven a better and more 


induring ſubſtance. 


imitation.) of this wiſe choice is 


that of our Lord himſelf; who, in 


contemplation. of the future great 
ſatisfaction and reward of patient 
ſubmiſſion to the divine will, did 
willingly undergo the greateſt of 


temporal f{orrows and ignominies; 


But the princi- 
pal example (moſt obliging our 


— 


— 


Who (ſaith the Apoſtle to the He- Heb. 12. +. 


brews, propounding his example to 


us) for the joy that was ſet before 


him endured the Croſs, deſpiſing the 
ſhame, and is ſet down at the right 
hand of God. 

Thus immediately, or by an ea- 
ſie inference doth the conſideration 
of this lifes ſhortneſs and uncertain- 
ty confer to that main part of wiſe- 
dom, rightly to value the things a- 
bout which we are converlant ; 
diſpoſing us conſequently to mode- 
rate our affections, and rightly to 
guide our actions about them; fit- 
perfor- 
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joined us; of not caring for, not 
truſting in, not minding ( unduly 
that is, and ummoderately ) things 
below ; of dying to this World and 
taking vp our crols, or contentedly 
ſuffering (in ſubmiſſion to God's 
will) all loſs and inconvenience ; 
as allo to the placing our meditati- 
on and care; our love and defire; 
our hope and confidence ; our joy 
and fatisfaction ; our moſt earnc{t 
pains and endeavours upon things 
divine, ſpiritual and eternal. 


IV. I proceed to another general 
benefit of that general conſiderati- 
on; which is that it may engage 
us to a good improvement of out 
time; the doing which is a very 


conſiderable piece of wiſedom. For 


if time be, (as Theophraſtus called 
it truly) a thing of moſt pretiou; 
value (or expence ) as it were 2 
great folly to laviſh it away unpro- 
titably ; ſo to be frugal thereof, and 
carefull to lay it out for the beſt 


advantage, eſpecially every Man ha- 
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ving {o little ſtore thereof, muſt be 


a ſpecial point of Prudence. To be 
covetous of time ( Seneca tells us ) 
is a commendable avarice ; it being 
neceſſary for the accompliſhment of 


any worthy enterprize; there being 
nothing excellent, that can ſoon or 


eaſily be eſſected. Surely he that 
hath much and great buſineſs to diſ- 
patch; and but a little time allow- 
ed for it, is concerned to husband 


it well; not to loſe it wholly in idle- 
nels; not to trifle it away in unne- 


ceſſary divertiſements ; not to put 
himſelf upon other impertinent af- 
fairs; above all not to create obſta- 
cles to himſelf, by purſuing matters 
of a tendency quite contrary to the 


ſucceſs of his main undertakings. 


Tis our caſe; we are obliged here 
to negotiate in buſineſs of infinite 
price and conſequence to us; no leſs 
than the ſalvation of our ſouls and 
eternal happineſs; and we \ce, that 
our time to drive it on and bring it 
to a happy iſſue is very ſcant and 


hort; ſhort in it ſelf; and very ſhort 
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fairs; the great variety, and the great 


of that faculty to diligence, by ad- 
moniſhing them (in the firſt place. 


natura vuirtu- 
tem; ars e bo. 5 
num fieri. den. is the art of living well ( that moſ. 
Ep. 89. 
indeed vertue is not a gift of nature. 
but a work of art; an effect of labout 
and ſtudy ) this, I ſay moſt ncediul 


and piouſly; thisart of ſpiritual Phy: 
ſick; (of preſerving and recovering 
our ſouls health) how much longe 
is it? how many rules are to be learnt: 
how many precepts to be obſer ves 
in order thereto? We are bound to 
furniſh our minds with needſul 


knowledge of God's will and out 
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in reſpect to the nature of thoſe al. 
difficulty of them: The great father 
of Phyficians did quicken the ſtudent: 


{ſetting it in the front of his famous 
Nan ene dat Aphoriſms ) that, life is (hort, an 
art is long. And how much more e 


excellent and moſt neceſſary art; fa 


and uſefull art of living vertuoully} 


— n 


duty; we are to bend our unwilling 
Wills to a ready compliance with 
them; we are to adorn our {ſouls}. 
with diſpoſitions ſuitable to the tu}. 

ture 
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ture ſtate (ſuch as may qualiſie us 


for the preſence of God, and con- 
verſation with the bleſſed ſpirits a- 
bove) it is incumbent on us to 
mortify corrupt deſires, to reſtrain 
inordinate paſſions, to ſubdue natu- 
ral propenſities, to extirpate vitious 
habits; in order to the effecting 
theſe things, to uſe all fit means ; 
devotion toward God, ftudy of his 
Law, reflexton upon our actions, 
with all ſuch ſpiritual inſtruments ; 
the pertorming which duties, as it 
doth require great care and pains, 
lo it needs much time; all this 1s 
not dictum factum, as ſoon done as 
ſaid; a few ſpare minutes will not 
ſuffice toaccompliſh it. Natural in- 
clination, that wild beaſt within us, 
will not fo preſently be tamed, and 
made tractable by us. IIl habits can- 
not be removed without much ex- 
erciſe and attendance ; as they were 
begot, ſo they muſt be deſtroyed, 
by a conſtant ſucceſſion, and fre- 
quency of acts. Flethly luſt is not 


to be killed with a ſtab or two; it 
will 


Ti pyeiger K- 
Jog; Evavrioo 
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will fight ſtoutly, and rebell often, 
and hold out long before with our ut- 
moſt endeavour we can obtain an 
entire victory over it. No vertue is 
acquired in an inſtant, but by degrees, 
ſtep by ſtep; from the ſeeds of right 
inſtruction and good reſolution it 
{ſprings up, and grows forward by 
a continual progreſs of cuſtomary 
practice; tis a child of patience, a 
fruit of perſeverance (that . 
vii 22ys ο , enduring in doing well, 
St. Paul ſpeaks of) and conſequent- 
ly a work of time, for enduring im- 
pliesa good ſpace of time. Having 
therefore fo much to doe, and of ſo 
great concernment, and ſo little a 
portion of time for it, it behoves us 
to be carctull in the improvement 
of what time is a lowed us; to em- 
brace all opportunities and advan- 
tages offered; to go the neareſt 
way, to uſe the beſt compendiums in 
the tranſaction of our buſineſs ; not 
to be ſlothfull and negligent, but a- 
ctive and intent about it; ( for as 
time is diminiſhed, and in part loſt 
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ten, by ſloth or ſlackneſs; fo it is enlar- 

ut- ged, and, as it were, multiplicd by 

an nduſtry ; : my day is two in reſpect 
C15 F of his, who docth but half my u oh 9 
<CS, Not (alſo) to conſume our time in 
ght fruit leſs paſtimes, and curious cnter- 

it tainments of fancy; being idly buſie 

by Þ about i impertinences and trifles ( we 
Wy call it ſport, but 'tis a ſerious da- 
> 2 mage tous; ) not to immerſe our 
4s ſelves in multiplicities of needleſs 
ell, | care about ſecular matters, which 
nt. may diſtract us, and bercave us ot 
m- | fit leiſure for our great employ- 
08 | ment ; that which our Saviour calls Luke 18. 45. 
lo Ede r , 70 keep a 

a great deal of doe and ſtir (to be jum- 
us | bled about as it were, and confoun- 
nt | ded ) about many things; and, m- 


our latter End. 


N- | S me, mAAw ciaroizy, tO 

n. be diſtrafled and perplexed about 

ft | much comberſome ſervice ; ; which St. 

in Paul calls are eO, als 7s SEI 1 Tim. 2. 4 

of | Texyweareuzic, to be implicated and 

a- | cntangled (as ina net) with the ne- 8 

as | gotiations of this preſent life; ſo that | 

ſt | we ſhall not be expedite, or free to 
4 beſtir 
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beſtir our ſelves about our more 
weighty aftairs. The ſpending much 


time about thoſe things doth ſteal it F 


from theſe ; yea, doth more than ſo, 
by diſcompoſing our minds ſo that 
we cannot well employ what time 
remains upon our ſpiritual concern 
ments. But eſpecially we ſhould not 
proſtitute our time upon vitious pro- 
jects and practices; doing which is 
not onely a prodigality of the preſent 
time, but an abridgment of the fu- 
ture; it not onely doth not promote 
or {et forward our buſineſs, but brings 
it backward; and makes us more 
work than we had before; tis a go- 
ing in a way directly contrary to our 
journey s- end. The Scriptureaptly 
reſembles our life to a wayfaring, a 


condition ot travel and pilgrimage; 


now he that hath a long journey to 
make, and but a little time of day 
to paſs it in, muſt in reaſon ſtrive to 
{cr out ſoon, and then to make good 
ſpeed; muſt proceed on directly, 
making no ſtops or deflections ( not 
calling in at every fign that invites 


him, 
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him, not ſtanding to gaze at every 


object ſeeming new or ſtrange to 


him ; not ſtaying to talk with eve- 


ry Paſſenger that meets him; but 


rather avoiding all occaſions of di- 
verſion and delay) leſt he be ſur- 
prized by the night, be left to wan- 


der in the dark, be excluded finally 


from the place whither he tends : So 
muſt we in our courſe towards Hea- 
ven and Happinels ; take care that 
we ſet out ſoon ( procraſtinating no 
time, but beginning inſtantly co in- 
{iſt in the ways of Piety and Ver- 


tue) then proceed on ſpeedily, and 


perſiſt conſtantly ; no-where ſtaying 
or loitering, ſhunning all impedi- 
ments and avocations from our Pro- 
greſs; leſt we never arrive near, or 
come too late unto the gate of Hea- 
ven. St. Peter tells us, that the end 
of all things doth approach, and 


thereupon adviſes us * be ſober, and 1 Pet. 4, 


to watch unto prayer; for that the 
leſs our time is, the more intent and 
induſtrious it concerns us to be. 


the 
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the time, becauſe the days are evi 
that is, ſince we can enjoy no tru 
quiet or comfort here, we ſhoul! 


improve our time to the beſt advan: 


tage for the future; he might hau 


allo adjoined, with the Patriarch 7. 
cob, the paucity of the days to thei 
badneſs ; becauſe the days of our if 


are few and evil, let us redeem thi 
time ; Man that is born of a woman i 


of few days, and full of trouble: &. 


few indeed they are, that tis fit vi 


ſhould loſe none of them, but ul: 


them all in preparation toward that 
great change we are to make; that 
fatal paſſage out of this ſtrait time} 
into that boundleſs eternity. So, i 
ſcems, we have Job's example of do- 


ing: All the days (lays he) of my a 
pointed time will T wait till my chang 
come, I end this Point with that {0 


comprehenſive warning of our Si 
viour: Take heed to your ſelves, de 
at any time your hearts be overchar'| 
ged with ſurfeiting and drunkenneſs, 
and cares of this life ; and ſo that da] 
Watch ye 

there- 


come upon you unawares. 


8 


our latter End. 


1 therefore and Pray, that ye may be 


counted worthy to eſcape — and to 


ſtand before the ſon of man. 


V. I ſhall adjoin but one uſe 
more, to which this conſideration 
may be ſubſervient, which is, that 
it may help to beget and maintain 
in us ( that which is the very heart 
and ſoul of all goodneſs ) Sinceri- 
ty. Sincerity in all kinds, in our 
thoughts, words and actions. To 
keep us from harbouring in our 
breaſts ſuch thoughts, as we would 
be afraid or aſhamed to own : 
from ſpeaking otherwiſe than we 
mean, than we intend to doe, than 


we are ready any-where openly to 


avow ; from endeavouring to ſeem 
what we are nor ; from being one 


thing in our expreſſions and con- 


verſations with men; another in 
our hearts, or in our cloſets. From 
acting wit in oblique reſpects to pri- 
vate intereſts or paſſions, to hu- 
mane favour or cenſure ( in mat- 


ters, I mean, where duty doth in- 
tervene, 
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tervene, and where pure conſcience 
ought to guide and govern us) 
from making profeſſions and oſten- 
tations ( void of ſubſtance, of truth., 
of knowledge, of good purpoſe | 
great ſemblances of peculiar fanct:- 
mony, integrity, ſcrupuloſity, ſpiri- 
tuality, refinedneſs. like thoſe Pha. 
riſees ſo often therefore taxed in 
the Goſpel; as alſo from pallia- 
ting, as thoſe men did, deſigns of 
ambition, avarice, envy, animoſi- 
ty, revenge, perverſe humour, with 
pretences of zeal and conſcience, 
We ſhould indeed ſtrive to be good 
(and that in all real ſtrictneſs, 
aiming at utmoſt perfection) in 
outward act and appearance, as 
well as in heart and reality ; for 
the glory of God and example of 


Rom. 12. 1. men (providing things honeſt in the 


fight of all men ) but we mult not 


ſhine with a falſe luſtre, nor care 
to ſeem better than we are, nor in- 
tend to ſerve our ſelves in ſeeming to 
ſerve God; bartering ſpiritual com- 
modities for our own glory or gain.“ 

For 
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| ſpoken in the ear in cloſets, ſball be 


before innumerable ſpectatours; the 


throughly examined; the juſt merit 
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For ſince the day approaches when 
od will judge Tx A A - Rom. 2. 16, 1 

mw, the things men do ſo ſludiouſ- 

ly conceal; when God ſhall bring Eccl. 12. 14. 

every work into judgment, with every | 
ecret thing , whether it be good . or | 

whether it be evil; ſince we muſt all 2 Cor. x. 10. 

appear (or rather, be all made ap 29, - 

parent, be manifeſted and diſcc ver- Jang, Ie. 

ed) at the tribunal of Chriſt ; ſince e », ge- 


there is nothing covered, which (hall ew See 
wot be revealed; nor hid, th). 
not be known; ſo that what ©. 15 ITY 


proclaimed on the houſe tops: Se 
at length, and that within © very 
ſhort time (no man knows how 7 
ſoon ) the whiſpers of every mouth bl 
(the cloſeſt murmurs of C-tro-Fi- . 
bn, ſlander and fycophantr\ ) ſhall + 
become audible to every car; the 
abſtruſeſt thoughts of all hearts {the 
Cloſeſt malice and envy ) ſhall be diſ- 
cloſed in the moſt publick Theatre, 
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truth of all pretences ſhall be 
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of every Perſon, and every cau{ſt ſelf 
ſhall with a moſt exact ſcrutiny Vith. 

ſcann d openly in the face of all ti more 
World; to what purpoſe can it bor {tut 
to juggle or baffle for a time; forſto acc 
a few days (perhaps for a few mi unbeſe 
nutes ) to abuſe, or to amuſe thoſ be up! 
about us with crafty diſſimulatior{ſtent 1 
or deceit? Is it worth the pains tdealin 
deviſe plauſible ſhifts, which ſhilÞnitor 
inſtantly, we know, be detect conſc 
and defeated ; to bedaub fou! deſigi M nd 
with a fair varniſh, which death wi tain: 
preſently wipe off; to be dark ac mour 
cloudy in our proccedings, hem what 
a clear day (that will certainly di we a 
pel all darkneſs and ſcatter all miſtꝭ J of tr: 
is breaking in upon us; to make * For tl 
zors for Our faces, and cloaks fa eſteer 
our actions, whenas we muſt ver actio 
ſhortly be expoſed, perfectly nab mucl 
and undiſguiſed, in our true cÞfaid | 
tours, to the general view of Ad Ye. 
gels and Men? Heaven ſees at piq unde 
ient what we think and doe, ao, 


our conſcience cannot be wholly i this 
norant or inſenſible; nor can Ear erf 


| 


. 
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cau{tÞſit ſelf be long unacquainted there- 
ny bÞvith. Is it not much better, and 
l tha nore eaſie (ſince it requires no pains 
it bor ſtudy ) to act our ſelves, than 
; foto accommodate our ſelves to other 
mi unbeſeeming and undue parts; to 
tho{Þbe upright in our intentions, conſi- 
lationfltent in our diſcourſes, plain i in our 
ins dealings, following the ſingle and 
hal uniform guidance of our reaſon and 
eFeonſcience, than to ſhuffle and ſhift, 


efignÞwandring after the various uncer- 


1 wi tain and inconſtant opinions or hu- 
k an mours of men 2 What matter is it, 
hem what cloaths we wear, what garb 
adi ve appear in, during this poſture 
nilts of travel and ſojourning here; what 
ke vi for the preſent we go for; how men 
is fe eſteem us, what they think of our 

e actions? St. Paul at leaſt did not 
nal much ſtand upon it; for with me, 
e ca ſaid he, tis a very ſmall thing (O- 
A edv, the leaſt thing that can come 


t pre under conſideration) to be judged of 


aaf Don, or of humane day ( that is, of 
y this preſent tranſitory , fallible, re- 
Fan verſible Judgment of men.) It we 
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1 Cor. 3. 13. 


mean well and doe righteouſly, ouf 
conſcience will at preſent ſatisſie us| 


and the divine ( unerring and im. 
partial) ſentence will hereafter ac. 
quit us; no unjuſt or uncharitabl: 
cenſure ſhall prejudice us; if we en. 
tertain baſe deſigns, and deal unrigh- 
teouſly; as our conſcience will accuſe 
and vex us here, fo God will ſhort- 
ly condemn and puniſh us; neither 
ſhall the moſt favourable conceit of 
men ſtand us in ſtead. Every man; 
work ſhall become manifeſt ; for the 
day ſhall declare it; becauſe it ſhal 
be revealed by fire; and the fir 
(that is, a ſevere and ſtrict inqu- 
ry ) hall try every man's work, «f 
what ſort it is. ] cannot inſiſt me 
on this Point ; I ſhall onely fay, that 
conſidering the brevity and uncer- 


tainty of our preſent ſtate, the great-f 


eſt ſimplicity may ju'tly be deemed 
the trueſt wiie on; that who de- 
ceives others doth cozen himſelſ 
moſt; that the deepeſt policy (uſed 
to compals. or to conceal bad deſigns) 


will in the end appear the moſt down- 
right tolly. ] 
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F might add to the precedent diſ- Tin 44 5 
courſes, that Philoſophy it ſelf hath 77%s a 


- . „ 4 5 
commended this conſideration as a c 5,7 5; 
proper and powerfull inſtrument of 7Trawraias 


vertue ; reckoning the practice there- * 2 


of a main part of wiſedom ; the great- 
eſt proficient therein in common e- 
ſteem, Socrates, having defined Phi- 


loſophy (or the ſtudy of wiſedom) 


to be nothing elſe, but (wiAiry Su- 
vzrs) the ſtudy of death; intimating 


alſo (in Plato's Phædon) that this 


itudy, the meditation of death and 
preparation of his mind to leave this 
World, had been the cenſtant and 


chief employment of his life. That 


likewiſe , according to experience, 
nothing more avails to render the 


minds of men ſober and well com- 
poſed, than ſuch ſpectacles of Mor- 
tality as do impreſs this conſiderati- 
Jon upon them. For whom doth not 
the ſight of a Coffin or of a Grave 
gaping to receive a friend perhaps, 
an ancient Acquaintance; however 
a man in nature and ſtate altogether 
like pur ſelves; of the mourntull 
| . looks 
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looks and habits, of all the ſad pomp; 


and foicmvities attending man unto 
his long home, by minding him cf 
his own frail condition, affect with 
{ome ſerious, ſome honeſt, ſome 
wiſe thoughts? And if we be rer 
{onable men, we may every day 
{upply the need of ſuch occaſions, 
by repreſenting to our ſelves the ne. 
ceſſity of our ſoon returning to thi 
duſt; dreſſing in thought our own 
Herſes, and celebrating our own Fu- 
nerals; by living under the conti 
nual apprehenſion and ſenſe of o 
tranſitory and uncertain condition, 
dying daily, or becoming already 
dead unto this World. "ihe doing 
which effectually being the gift oi 
God, and an eſpecial work of his 
Gr-ce, let us of him hum! ly im 


ore it, ſay ing after the Holy Pr 


phet, Lord, ſo teach us to number 


our days, that we may apply our heart. 


unto wiſedom., Amen. 
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The Danger and miſ- 
chief of delaying 
Repentance. 


P SAL MM CXIX. 60. 


[ made haſte, and delayed not to 
keep thy Commandments. 


HIS Pſalm (no leſs excellent 

in vertue, than large in bulk) 
containeth manifold reflextons upon 
the nature, the properties, the ad- 
juncts and effects of God's Law , 
many ſpi zhtly ejaculations about it 
( conceived in diſſerent forms of 
ſpeech; fome in way of petition, 
H4 {ome 


— 


a © : * * d 
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ſome of thankſgiving , ſome of rc 


ſolution, ſome of aſſertion or apho- 


riſm) many uſefull directions, ma. 
ny zealous exhortations to the ob. 
{crvance of it; the which are not 
ranged in any ſtrict order, but, (like 


a variety of fair flowers and whole. 


{ome herbs in a wild field) do with 


a grateſull confufion lie diſperſed, | 
as they freely did ſpring up in thc} 
heart, or were ſuggeſted by the de- 
vout ſpirit of him, who indited the 


Pſalm; whence no coherence 0! 
{ſentences being deſigned, we may 
conſider any one of them abſolute}: 
or ſingly by it ſelf. 

Among them, that which I havc 
picked out for the ſubje&t of my 
diſcourſe, implieth an excellent 
rule of practice, authoriſed by tlic 
Fſalmiſt's example; it is propound- 
ed in way of devotion or immedi- 
ate addreſs to God ; unto whoſe in- 
fallible knowledge his conſcience 
maketh an appeal concerning his 
practice; not as boaſting thereof , 
but as praiſing God for it, unto 


The danger and miſchizf 
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whoſe gratious inſtruction and ſuc- 
cour he frequently doth aſcribe all 
his performances: But the manner 
of propounding I ſhall not inſiſt up- 
on; the rule it ſelf is, that ſpeedily, 
without any procraſtination or de- 
hy, we ſhould apply our ſelves to 
the obtervance of Gods Command- 
ments; the practice of which rule 
endeavour to recom- 


it mall be my 
mend and prels. 


It is a cominon practice of men, 


which their own con— 


ſcience diſcerneth and 


diſapproveth, to ad- 


journ the rejormation 
of their lives to a far- 
ſo indulging themſelves 


ther time, 


that are engaged in bad courſes, 


Rerognoſce fengulns, conſidera 
uni verſos, uullits non vita Jpe- 
Sat u craſt in. i944; Non enim 
vi vuut, ſed victuri ſunt. 


Sen. Ep. 45. 


in the preſent commiſlion of fin, 


that yet they would tcem to 


pur- 


poſe, and preimie themſclves here- 


after to repent, and iake up 


Iicturos agt- 
vis Jemper , 


Few 


reſolve to -peralt finally in an evil wc wivimw 


way, or deſpair of being one day 


reclaimed, but immediately and et- us 7 
ſectually to {ct upon it, many deem 


un- 
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Prov. 6. 10. 


Plut. n Pelop. 


unſeaſonable or ncedleſs; it will, 


they preſume, be ſoon enough to 


begin to morrow or next day, af 


month or a year hence, when they 


ſhall find more commodious oppor- | 
tunity, or ſhall prove better diſpo- Þ 


{ed thereto ; in the mean time witli 
Solomon's fluggard , Tet , ſay they, 
a little ſleep, a little ſlumber, a little 


folding of the hands; let us but neg- 


lect this duty, let us but ſatisfie this 
appetite, let us but enjoy this bout 
of pleaſure ; hercaſter, God willing, 
we mean to be more carefull, we 
hope that we ſhall become mor: 
ſober : So like bad debtors ; when 
our conſcience dunneth us, we al- 
ways mean, we always promiſe to 
pay; if ſhe will ſtay a while, ſhe 
ſhall, we tell her, be ſatisfied; or 
like vain ſpendthrifts, we ſee our 
eſtate fly, yet piclume that it will 
hold out, and at length we ſhall re- 
{erve enough for our uſe. Ei; av2/- 
„ Ta ons az, Let ſerious buſineſs 


ſtay till the morrow, was a ſaying that 


coſt dear to him who faid it ; yet 
| 1 3 
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ue in our greateſt concerns follow 


him. 


better and more adviſable it is, after 
the example propounded in our Text, 
ſpeedily to betake our ſelves unto the 
diſcharge of our debt and duty to 
God, the following conſiderations 
will plainly declare. 

1. We may conſider, that the ob- 
ſervance of God's Commandments 
(an obleryance of them proceeding 
from an habitual diſpoſition of mind, 
in a conſtant tenour of practice) is 
our indiſpenſable duty, our main 
concernment, our onely way to hap- 
pineſs; the neceſſary condition ot 
our attaining ſalvation; that alone 
which can procure God's love and 
favour toward us; that unto which 
all real bleſſings here, and all bliſs 
hereatcer are inſeparably annexcd : 


Fear God and keep his Commandments, Eccl. 12. 13. 


for this is rhe whole of man; (the 


whole duty, the whole deſign, the 
whole 


But how fallacious, how dange- _— crede 
rous and how miſcievous this man- „ 


ner of procecding is; how much Mart. L 16. 
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Matt. 5. 18. 
Luke 16. 17. 


POL 119. 15. 


whole perfection, the ſum of our 
wiſedom, and our happineſs.) 7 


Commandments : The righteous Lord 
loveth righteouſneſs, his countenance 
doth behold the upright ; God will 
render to every man according to his 
works ; theſe are Oracles indubita- 
bly clear, and infallibly certain; 
theſe are immovable terms of ju- 
ſtice between God and Man, which 
never will, never can be rclaxcd ; 
being grounded on the immutable 
nature of God, and eternal reaſon of 
things; if God had not decreed, it 
he had not ſaid theſe things, they 
would not aſſuredly be true; for it 
is a foul contradiction to reaſon, 
that a Man ever ſhould pleaſe God 
without obeying him; tis a groſs 
abſurdity in nature, that a Man 
{ſhould be happy without being good; 
wherefore all the wit in the World 
cannot deviſe a way, all the authori- 
ty upon Earth (yea, I dare ſay, e- 
ven in Heaven it ſelf) cannot eſta- 
bliſh a condition, beſide faithfull ob- 

bs ſervance 
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ſervance of God's Law, that can 
fave, or make us happy; from it 


there can be no valid diſpenſation , 


without it there can be no effectual 


abſolution, for it there can be no 
acceptable commuration ; nor in de- 
fe thereof will any faith any pro- 
feſſion, any trick or pretence what- 


ever avail, or ſignifie any thing: 


Whatever expedient to ſupply its 
room ſuperſtition, miſtake. craft, or 


preſumption may recommend, we 


ſhall, relying thereon, be certainly 
deluded : It therefore we mean to 


be ſaved (and are we fo wild as 
not to mean it:?) if we do not re- 


nounce felicity (and do we not then 
renounce our wits? ) to become ver- 
tuous, to proceed in a courſe of o- 
bedience, is a work that neceſſarily 
muſt be performed; and why then 
ſhould we not inſtantly undertake 


it; Wherefore do we demur or ſtick 
at it: how can we at all reſt quiet, 


while an aftair of io vaſt impor- 


tance lie n upon cur hands, or until 
our mind be freed of all uncer- 


tain- 


7 v7 7” 
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Plal. 1. . 


Luke 13. 3. 
Pſal. 9. 17. 


x Cor. 6. 9. 
Matth. 25. 46. 
| . 


tainty and ſuſpence about it? Were 
a probable way ſuggeſted to us of 
acquiring great wealth, honour or 
pleaſure, ſhould we not quickly run 
about it, could we contentedly ſleep, 
till we had brought the buſineſs to 


a ſure or hopeleſs iſſue? and why 


with leſs expedition or urgency 
ſhould we purſue the certain means 
of our preſent ſecurity and comfort, 
of our final ſalvation and happineſs} 
in doing fo, are we not ſtrangely in- 
conſiſtent with our ſelves > 

Again, diſobedience 1s the certain 
road to perdition ; that which in- 
volveth us in guilt and condemna— 


tion , that which provoketh God's 


wrath and hatred againſt us , that 
which aſſuredly will throw us into a 
ſtate of eternal ſorrow and wretch- 
edneſs: The fooliſh ſhall not ſtand in 
God's ſight, he hateth all the workers 
of iniquity; I ye do not repent, ye 
(hall periſh. I he wicked ſhall be turn- 
ed into Hell, and all the people that 
forget God; The unrighteous (hall not 
inherit the Kingdom of God; The 


TVFTa 4 Pd 


wicke 
mens; 


ſure t 


 whic 


the c 
no {h 
man' 
woul 
ous t 
deret 
One 


of delaying Repentance. 


| wicked ſhall go into ever laſting puniſh- 
ment; theſè are denunciations no leſs 


ſure than ſevere, from that mouth, 
which is never opened in vain; from 
the execution whereof there can be 
no ſhelter or refuge; And what wiſe 
man, what man in his right ſenſes 
would for one minute ſtand obnoxi- 
ous to them: Who that any-wiſe ten- 
dereth his own welfare would move 
one ſtep forward in ſo perillous and 
deſtructive a courſe? the farther in 
which he proceedeth , the more he 
diſcoſteth from happineſs, the near- 
er he approacheth co ruine. 

In other cates common ſenſe 
prompteth men to procecd other- 
wiſe; for who, having rendred one 
his enemy that far overmatcheth 
him, and at whoſe mercy he ſtand- 
eth, will not inſtantly ſuc to be re- 
conciled ? who being ſeiſed by a per- 
nicious diſcaſe, w not haſte to icek 
a Cure? Who be! ng fallen into the 
jaws of a terrible danger, will not 
nimbly leap out thence? and ſuch 
plainly is our caſe ; while we perſiſt 

in 
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Prov. 23. 34. 


in ſin, we live in enmity and defi- 
ance with the Almighty, who can 
at his Pleaſure cruſh us ; we lie un- 
der a fatal plague, which, if we do 
not ſeaſonably repent, will certainly 
deſt oy us; we incur the moſt dread- 
full of all hazards , ab:ding in the 
confines f i and deſtruction : 

God frowning at us, guilt holding 


us, Hell gaping for us: Every Sinner | 


is according to the Wiſe-may's ex- 
preſiion ) as he that /ieth down in the 
midſt of the ſea, or as he that lieth 
upon the top of a maſt ; and he that 


is in ſuch a cale, is he not mad or 


ſenſeleſs, if he will not forthwith la- 
bour to {wim out thence, or make 
all ſpeed to get down into a fatcr 
place? can any man with comfort 
lodge in a condition fo ditmally tick- 
liſh ? 

2. We may conſider, that in or- 
der to our final welfare we have much 
work to diſpatch , the which requi- 
reth as earneſt care and painfull in- 
duſtry , ſo a competent long tine ; 
which, if we do not preſently fall on, 

may 
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may be wanting , and thence our 
work be left uridone, or imperfect: 
To conquer and correct bad inclina- 
tions, to render our ſenſual appetites 
obſequious to reaſon, to compoſe our 
paſſions into a right and ſteady or- 
der, to cleanſe our ſouls from vani- 
ty, from perverſeneſs, from ſloth, 
from all vitious diſtempers, and in 


their room to implant firm habits of 


vertue ; to get a clear knowledge of 


our duty, with a ready diſpoſition to 


perform it; in fine, to ſeaſon our 


minds with holy affections, qualify- 


ing us for the preſence of God, and 
converſation with the bleſſed Spirits 
above; theſe are things that muſt be 


done, but cannot be done in a trice; 
it is not dium factum, as ſoon done 
as ſaid ; but, <z7way ys 22435, 4 Rom. 2. 7. 
patient continuance in well-doing is 


needfull toatchieve it ; for it no time 
can be redundant, the longeſt life can 
hardly be ſufficient : Art is long, and 
life is ſhort, may be an Aphoritm in 
Divinity as well as in Phyfick ; the 
art of living well, of preſerving our 

| Soul's 
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Soul's health, and curing its diſtem I may b 
pers, requireth no leſs time to com-ſyerted 


pals it, than any other Art or Science a 
ence. which 
Vertue is not a Muſhroom , that wiſe ( 
ſpringeth up of it felt in one Night. not be 
when we are aſleep or regard it not by a 
But a delicate Plant, that growettÞble or 
ſlowly and tenderly, needing muclÞfuch a 
pains to cultivate it, much care toÞour vc 
guard it, much time to manure it, ming 
in our untoward ſoil, in this Worlds ter 
unkindly weather: happinels is I mind. 
thing too pretious to be purchaſeq comp 
at an eaſie rate, Heaven is too highFreeyii 
to be come at without much climb out m 
ing; the Crown of Bliſs is a Priaſ patien 
too noble to be won without a long vain c 
and a tough conflict. Neither is ¶ out ce 
vice a ſpirit that will be conjured prove 
down by a charm, or with a Preſi ſtome 
driven away; it is not an adverſar}Þwithc 
that can be knocked down at a bloWÞeuſto 


O quam iſtud Or diſpatched with a ſtab. Whoeve 'who 
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hall pretend at any time eaſily wit ſorry 
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may be ſettled in vertue, or con- 
verted from vice, common experi- 
ence abundantly will confute him; 
which ſheweth , that a habit other- 
wife ( ſetting miracles aſide ) can- 
not be produced or deſtroyed, than 
by a conſtant exerciſe of acts futa- 
ble or oppoſite thereto ; and that 
ſuch acts cannot be exerciſed with- 
out voiding all impediments and fra- 
ming all Principles of action (ſuch 


mind, influence of cuſtome ) to a 


compliance ; that who by temper 15 
peeviſh or cholerick, cannot with- 
out maſtering that temper become 
patient or meck; that who from 
vain opinions is proud, cannot with- 
out conſidering away thoſe opinions 
prove humble : that who by cu- 
ſtome is grown intemperate, cannot 
without weaning himſelf from that 
cuſtome come to be ſober ; that 
who from the concurrence of a 


witl Horry nature, fond conceits, mean 
ma breeding and ſcurvy uſage is cove- 
Mani ini 
maF 


tous ; cannot without draining all 
12 thoſe 
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proceed on leiſurely and regularly, 


ges, in attending to all we doe; 


- whence the Holy Scripture termeth 


thoſe ſources of his fault, be turned 
into liberal. The change of our 
mind is one of the greateſt alte- 
rations in nature, which cannot 
be compaſſed in any way, or with. 
in any time we pleaſe; but it muſt 


in ſuch order, by ſuch ſteps, as the 
nature of things doth permit ; it 
mult be 8 by a reſolute and 
laborious perſeverance ; by a watch- 
full application of mind in voiding 


Prejudices, in waiting for advanta- 


by forcible wreſting our nature from 
its bent, and {wimming againſt the 
current of impetuous deſires ; by a 
patient diſentangling our ſelves from 
practices moſt agrecable and fami- 
liar to us; by a Wary fencing with 
temptations, by long ſtruggling with 
manifold oppoſitions and difficulties; 


our practice a warfare, wherein we 
are to fight many a bloody batte 
with moſt redoubtable foes; a com- 


bat, which muſt be managed with on 


PIs. 


"Tf gn pen. 


1 17 


beſt skill, and utmoſt might; a 
race, which we muſt paſs through 
with inceſſant activity and ſwift- 
neſs. 

If therefore we mean to be good 
or to be happy, it behoveth us to 
loſe no time; to be preſently up at 
our great task ; to ſnatch all occa- 
ſions, to embrace all means incident 
of reforming our hearts and lives. 
As thoſe who have a 


— 


. "AAA" G4 io,, os 38 
'ong journey 724 do tu C Aw uddce” Hug & Tap 
take Care to ſet out {1s e mn} ome pinoy - 


early and in their way g Hom. 04. f. 


make good ſpeed, leſt 

the night overtake them before they 
reach their home; ſo it being a great 
way from hence to Heaven, ſceing 
we muſt paſs over ſo many obſta- 
cles, through ſo many Paths of du- 


ty before We arrive thither, it is ex- 


pedient to ſet forward as ſoon as can 
be, and to proceed with all expedi- 
tion; the longer we ſtay, the more 
time we ſhall need, and the leſs we 


| ſhall have. 
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Gras hoc fßet; idem eras fiet &c. 
Perſ. Sat. 5. 


Qui non eſt hodie, cras minus 


aptus erit. 


Ovid de Rom. I. Epict. 4. 12. 


3. We may conſider, that no fu. 


ture time which we can fix upon 


will be more convenient than thc 
preſent is for our reformation. Let 
us pitch on what time we pleaſe, we 
ſhall be as unwilling and unfit tc 
begin as we are now; we ſhall find 
in our {elves the ſame indiſpoſitions, 
the ſame averlſencls . 
or the ſame liſtleſnels 
toward it as now 

There will occur th: 
like hardſhips to deter 
us, and the like Plea 
{ures to allure us from our duty 
objects will then be as preſent and 
will ſtrike as {ſmartly upon our {cn- 
ſes; the caſe will appear juſt thc 
ſame, and the ſame Pretcnces fo 
delay will obtrude themſelves ; {© 
that we ſhall be as apt then as nov 
to prorogue the buſineſs. We ſhall 
ſay then, to morrow I will mend; 
and when that morrow cometh , i! 
will be ſtill to morrow, and fo thc 
morrow will prove endleſs. If like 
the ſimple Ruſtick, ( who ſtay'd by 

ti 
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the River ſide waiting 
till it had done run- 
ning, that ſo he might 
paſs dry- foot over the 
chanel) we do con- 
ceit, that the ſources 


of fin ( bad inclinati- 


ons within, and ſtrong 
temptations abroad) 
will of themſelves be 
{pent or fail, we ſhall 
find our ſelves deluded. 
If ever we come to 


qui recte vivendi provogat 
horam, 

Ruſticus expectat dum defluat 
amnuis, at ile 

Lalitur, & labetur in omne vo- 
ubilis evim. | 


Hor. Ep. I. 2. 


EI 1 Avairealis 1 Vartge 
Stang Bow, vw ue Ng ôd 
os euTys 601 AUTHTEASGH £7. 
Epict. 4. 12. 

For the ſame reaſon we put 
it off, we ſhould put it away. 
If it be good at all, it is good 
at preſent. 


take up, we muſt have a beginning 
with ſome difficulty and trouble; 
we mult courageouſly break through 


ments; we 


the preſent with all its enchant- 
muſt undauntedly 


plunge into the cold ſtream ; we 
muſt rouſe our ſelves from our bed 
of ſloth; we muſt ſhake oft thar 
brutiſh improvidence which detain- 
eth us, and why ſhould we not al- 
ſay it now? there is the ſame rea- 
{on now that ever we can have 
yea, far more reaſon now ; for it 


that we now begin , hereafter at a- 
I 4 
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ny determinate time, ſome of the 
work will be done, what remain- 
eth will be ſhorter and eaſier to us. 
Nay farther , 
Nlagg 2d „, 4- We may conſider , that the 
weeyy dag. more We defer, the more difficult 
e da, and painfull our work muſt necds 
xi ov v prove; every day will both enlarge 
eesy/4/4 “ our task, and diminiſh our ability 
7 pre 4 to perform it: Sin is never at a 
ſtay ; if wedo not retreat from it,we 
ſhall advance in it; and the farther 
on we go, the more we have to 
come back ; every ſtep we take for- 
ward, ( even before we can return 
hither, into the ſtate wherein we 
are at preſent ) muſt be repeat- 
ed; all the web we ſpin muſt be 
unravelled; we muſt vomit up all 
we take in; which to doe we ſhall 
find very tedious and grievous. 
Vice as it groweth in age, ſo it 
improveth in ſtature and {ſtrength ; 
from a puny Child it ſoon waxeth 
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a ſturdy Man, and after a- while be- 
cometh a maſſy Giant, whom N. 


a luſty Stripling, then riſeth to be] 


mall! 
we {ſh 
quiſh 
grow 


{hall 


tent; 


and t 


oth r 
beſt 
ſon, 
rupti 
cour, 
tites 
com} 
ſelf ; 
mini 
blinc 
reſty 
faint 
our 

unta 
pire 
encr 
upo 
and 

bear 


by 


and enthralled us; fi 
bear it, then we come to like it, 


of delaying Repentance. 


ſhall ſcarce dare toencounter, whom 


we ſhall be very hardly able to van- 
quiſh; eſpecially ſeeing that as it 
groweth taller and ſtouter, ſo we 
ſhall dwindle and prove more impo- 
tent; for it feedeth upon our vitals, 


and thriveth by our decay ; it wax- 


eth mighty by ſtripping us of our 
beſt forces; by entecbling our rea- 
lon, by perverting our will, by cor- 
rupting our temper, by debaſing our 
courage, by ſeducing all our appe- 
tites and paſſions to a treacherous 
compliance with it 
ſelf; every day our 
mind groweth more 
blind , our will more 
reſty, our ſpirit more | 
faint, our appetites more fierce , 
our paſſions more headſtrong and 
untameable : The power and em- 
pire of ſin do ſtrangely by degrees 
encroach,and continually get ground 
upon us, till it hath quite ſubdued 
we learn to 


Aug. Ep. 117. 


by and by we contract a friendſhip 
with 


Falſis opinionibus tanto quiſ- 
que inſeritur, quanto magis in 
eis, familiariuſque volut atur. 
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Peccandi finem poſuit, ſibi quan- 


do recepit 


Ejedt um ſemel attrita de fronte 


ruborem? 
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Juv. Sat. 18. 


with it, then we dote upon it, at laſt 
we become enſlaved to it in a bon- 
dage which we ſhall hardly be able, 
or willing to ſhake off; when not 
onely our necks are fitted to thc 
yoke, our hands are manacled, and 
our feet ſhackled thereby; but our 
heads and hearts do conſpire in a 
baſe ſubmiſſion thereto : When vice 
hath made ſuch impreſſion on us, 
when this pernicious weed hath ta- 
ken ſo deep root in our mind, will 
and affection, it will demand an ex- 
tremely toilſome labour to extir- 
pate it. 

Indeed by continuance in ſin, the 
chief means (afforded by nature, or 
by grace) of reſtraining, or redu- 
eing us from it, are either cut off, 
or ener vated and rendred ineffectual. 

Natural modeſty, while it laſteth, 
is a curb from doing 


nam quis 


deflexions from vertue 
are baſhfull and ſhy; 
out of regard to other 
Mens opinion, and 
ten- 


ill ; Men in their firſt | 


>” 
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tenderneſs of their own honour 
they are afraid, or aſhamed to 


tranſgreſs plain rules of duty; but 


in proceſs this diſpoſition weareth 
out ; by Jittle and little they ar- 
rive to that character of the dege- 
nerate Jews, whom the Prophets 


call zmpadent children, having a, , N 


brow of braſs, and faces harder thay 


S$-: Je 


a rock ; ſo that they commit ſin J. 48. 4. 


with open face, and in broad day, 
without any mask, without a bluſh; 
they deſpiſe their own reputation, 
and dely all cenſure of others; they 
outface and outbrave the World, 
till at length with prodigious inſo- 
lence they come to boaſt of wicked- 


Jer. 5. 3- 
Prov. 21. 29. 


neſs, and glor/ in their ſhame, as an Phil. 3. 19. 


inſtance ot high courage and ipecial 
gallantry. 

Conſcience 1s a check to begin- 
ners in fin, reclaiming them from 


it, and rating them for it; but 


this in long ſtanders becometi uſe- 
leſs, either failing to diſcharge its 
office, or aſſaying it to no purpole, 
having often been lighted, it wy 


— > Cos 2267 1, 4 
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or if it be not whol- 
ly dumb, we ſhall be 
deaf to its reproof 
As thoſe who live by 
cataracts or downfalls of Water arc 
by continual noiſe ſo deafened as 
not to hear or mind it, ſo ſhall we 


in time grow ſenſeleſs, not regard- | 


ing the loudeſt Peals and Ratlings 
of our conſcience. 
CEzck. . 4 The Heart of a raw Novice in im- 
Neh. 9. 9. Piety is ſomewhat tender and ſoft, 


2 Chron. 36. fo that remorſe can pierce and | 


Dan. 5. 24. ſting it; his neck is yielding and 
ſenſible, fo that the yoke of ſin doth 
gall it ; but in ſtout Proficients the 
heart becometh hard and ſtony, the 
neck ſtiff and brawny ; ( an iron ſi- 


Iſa. 48. 4. 


Quo quis Beit yew, as the Prophet termeth it) fo | 


bet, mi 
fall, Sen. that they do not feel or reſent any 


Ep. 53- thing ; but are like thoſe of whom 
Eph. 4 19. St. Paul ſpeaketh ; inves amAyun 


reg, who being paſt feeling all ſor- | 


row or ſmart, have given themſelves 
over unto laſcivouſneſs , to work all 
uncleanneſt with greedueſs. 
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be weary of chiding ; 


When 


c 
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When firſt we nibble at the Bait f 


or enter into bad courſes, our rea- 


ſon doth conteſt and remonſtrate a- 
gainſt it, faithfully repreſenting to 
us the folly, the uglineſs, the baſe- 
nels, the manifold ill conſequences 


of ſinning; but that by continuance 


is muffled ſo as not to diſcern , or 


| muzled ſo as not to declare; yea, 


often is ſo debauched as to excule , 
to avow and maintain, yea, to ap- 
plaud and extol our miſcarriages. 
For a time a Man retaineth ſome 
courage, and a hope that he may 
repent; but progreſs in ſin diſpi- 
riteth and caſteth into deſpair; whe- 
ther God be placable, whether him- 
ſelf be corrigible ; an apprehenſion 
concerning the length of the way , 


or the difficulty of the work diſ- 


courageth , and deſpondency ren- 
dreth him heartleſs and careleſs to 
attempt it. There is no Man that 


| hath heard of God, who hath not 


at firſt ſome dread of oftending him, 

and ſome diſſatisfaction in tranſgreſ- 

ſing his will; it appearing to oy 
min 
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Pal. 10. g. 
1 


Jer. 48. 11. 
Zeph. 1. 124 


mind ( not yet utterly blinded and 
depraved ) a deſperate thing tr 
brave his irreſiſtible Power, an ab- 
ſurd thing to thwart his infalliblc 
Wiſedom , a deteſtable thing to a. 
buſe his immenſe Goodneſs; bu! 
obſtinacy in fin doth quaſh this 
conſcientious awe ; ſo that at length 


God is not in all his thoughts , the | 
fear of Gol is not before his eyes; Þ 


the Wrath of the Almighty ſeermeth 
a Bugbear, the fierceſt menaces 


of Religion found but as Ratt!cs | 


to him. 


As for the gentle Whiſpers and Þ 


Touches of Divine Grace, the mo- 
nitory Diſpenſations of Providence, 


the good advices and wholſome re- 


proofs of Friends, with the like 
means of reclaiming ſinners ; theſe 
to Perions ſettled on their lees, or 
fixed in bad cuſtome, are but as 
guſts of Wind bruſhing an old 
Oak, or as Waves daſhing on a 
Rock, without at all ſhaking or 
ſtirring it. 


Now 


OW 
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Now when any Perſon is como 


to this paſs, it mull be hugely dit- 
ficult to reduce him; to retrieve a 
defloured Modeſty, to quicken a ja- 
ded Conſcience, to ſupple a callous 
Heart, to ſettle a baftticd Reaſon , 
to rear a deje ted Courage, to reco- 


ver a Soul miſerably benummed 
and broken, to its former vigour 
and integrity, can be no eaſie mat- 


ter. 
The diſcaſes of our Soul no less 


than thoſe of our Body; when once 


they arc inveterate , 
they are become more 
incurable ; the longer 
we forbear to apply 
due remedy, the more 
hard their cure will 
prove; it we let them 
proceed far, we muſt cer we can 


MOV As. 


be rid of them, undergo a courſe of 
Phyſick very tedious and offenſive 


to us; many a rough Purge, many 


a fore Phlebotomy , many an irk- 
Yea 


{ome Sweat we mult endure. 
tarther, 


5. We 


—fruſtra medicina parat ur, 
Cum mala per longas in valuer: 


Ovid. 


"Prov a7” eg un cd,“ 
444% , 3 D Jiegb- 
Ve, n ar3Calvuony ayagoel- 

Greg. Naz. Orat. 26. 


| 
| 
| 


The danger and miſchief E 


'Emeieey eig O0wiTiy um- 
ode AanTwart i ]’ 
178g CUNονιννν dTHAAGE a1 Þ 
etppogits c,, T VOTEOUW 
did. Chryl. in Babyl Orat. 2 


Prov. 6. 9. 


5. We may conſider, that by 
delaying to amend, to doe it may 
become quite impoſſible; it may 
be ſo in the nature of the thing, it 
may be ſo by the will of God: 
The thing may become naturally 
impoſſible; for vice by cuſtome 
may paſs into nature, and prove ſo 
congeneal, as if it were born with 
us; fo that we ſhall propend to it 
as a ſtone falleth down, or as 2 
{park flicth upward : 
By ſoaking in Volup- 
tuouſneſs we may be 
ſo transformed into 
Brutes, by ſleeping in 
malice ſo converted into Fiends, 
that we neceſſarily ſhall act like 
creatures of that kind , into which 
we are degenerated ; and then no- 
wiſe without a downright Miracle 
are we capable of being reformed. 
How long, ſaith Solomon, wilt thou 
ſleep, O Sluggard, when wilt thou 
ariſe out of thy ſleepꝰ We may be 10 
often called on, and tis not eaſie to 
awaken us, when we are got into a 


ſpiritu- 
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ſpiritual ſlumber ; but when we are, 
dead in treſpaſſes and fins, ſo that 
all breath of holy aflection is ſtopt, 
and no ſpiritual pulſe from our heart 
doth appear; that all ſenſe of duty 
is loſt, all appetite to good doth fail, 
no ſtrength or activity to move in 
2 good courſe doth exert it ſelf; that 
our good complexion is diſſolved, 
and all our finer ſpirits are diflipa- 
ted ; that our mind 1s quite crazed, 
and all its Powers are ſhattered or 
ſpoiled, wien thus, I fay, we arc 
ſpiritually dead, how can we rat'c 
our ſelves, what beneath omnipo- 
tency can effect it? as a ſtick, when 
once tis dry and ſtiff, you may 


— 


Eph. 2. 1. 


* 3.1 


1 Tim. 5.6. 


Trang as citius 
uam corrigas 
u@ brav] 


break it, but you can never bend it twncrun: 
into a ſtreighter poſture, ſo doth the Qu s. 


Man become incorrigible, who 1s 
ſettled and ſtiffned in vice. The 
ſtain of habitual fin may ſink in to 
deep, and ſo thoroughly tincture 
all our Soul, that we may be like 
thoſe People, of whom the Prophet 


ſaith, Can the Ethiopian change his Jer 13. 23 


Skin, or the Leopard his ſpots 2 then 
K may 
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John 3. 8. 


to doe evil: Such an impoſlibili- 
ty may ariſe from nature; one 
greater and more inſuperable may 
come from God. 

To an effectual repentance the 
ſuccour of divine grace is neceſſary ; 
but that is arbitrarily diſpenſed; 
the ſpirit bloweth where it liſteth, 
yet it liſteth wiſely, with regard 
both to the paſt behaviour, and 
preſent capacities of Men; ſo that 


to ſuch who have abuſed it, and to]; 


{ſuch who will not treat it well, it 


ſhall not be imparted : And can wef 


be well aſſured, can we reaſonably 


hope, that after we by our preſump- 
tuous delays have put off God and] 


dallied with his grace ; after that 
he long in vain hath waited to be 
gratious ; after that he hath endured 
ſo many neglects, and ſo many re- 
pulſes trom us ; after that we fre- 
quently have {lighted his open in- 


vitations, and ſmothered his kindly 


motions in us; in ſhort, after we 


{0 unworthily have miſuſed his 
good- 
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may ye do good, that are accuſtomed 


goodneſs and patience, that he far- 
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ther will vouchſafe his grace to us ? 


. . \ — 
when we have forfeited it, when we 7? 7s # 


have rejected it, when we have ſpur- 7 _ 


ned and driven it away, can we Heb. 10. 29 

hope to recover it ? 1 
There is a time, a ſeaſon, a day , © 

allotted to us; our day it is termed, * 4 

a day of ſalvation, the ſeaſon of our 2 Cor. 6. a. 

viſitation, an acceptable time ; where- {res 2325 

in God freely doth exhibit grace, ks 


and preſenteth his mercy to us; 


if we let this day flip, the night Luke 19. 42. 


cometh when no man can work ; when 

the things belonging to our peace will a. 59. 19, 

be hidden from our eyes; when ( as 

the Prophet expreſſeth it) we ſhall 

grope for the wall like the blind, and 

Stumble at noon-day as in the night, 

and be in deſolate places as dead men ; 

after that day is ſpent, and that 

comfortable light is ſet, a ditmal 

night of darkneſs, of cold, of diſ- 

conſolateneſs will ſucceed ; when Jer-r5. 6. 

God being weary of bearing with f= 

Men doth utterly deſert them, and Rom. 1. 24, 

clelivereth them over to a reprobate 26, 28. 
K 2 mind 3 


** 


Luke 19. 42, 


Ha. 1. 14. 7. 13. 


| 
| 


132 


The danger and miſchief 8 


— — 


Pſal. 8 1. 12. 


Iſa. 63. 17. 


Rom. 9. 17. 


Heb. 13. 17. 


Prov. 1. 28. 


Luke 13. 25. 


mind; when ſubtracting his grati- 
ous direction and aſſiſtence, he gi- 
veth them over to their own heart, 
luſts, and to walk in their own coun- 
ſels; when they are brought to 
complain with thoſe in the Prophet, 
O Lord, why haſt thou made us to err 
from thy ways, and hardned our heart 
from thy fear 2 when like Pharaoh 
they ſurvive only as objects of God's 
juſtice, or occaſions to glorify his 
power; when like Eſau, they can- 
not find a place of repentance, 
although they ſeek it carefully with 
tears; when as to the fooliſh 


Matth. 25. 10. loitering Virgins, the door of mercy 


is (but upon them; when the maſter 
of the houſe doth riſe and ſhut the 
door, &c. when that menace of di- 
vine wiſedom cometh to be execu- 


( 


then 
we are 
ed, ar 
reprie 
venge 


fitted 


by a 
ſealed 


that c. 
thorns 
utgh u. 
* bur 
the ad 
the L 
ye upo 

It 1: 


upon 


us in 
alway 


ted; They ſhall call upon me, but IWpenite 


will not anſwer ; they fhall ſeek me 


hene 


early, but they ſhall not find me; for his i 
that they hated knowledge, and did; rig) 
not chuſe the fear of the Lord: And that i. 
if neglecting our ſeaſon, and preſenth; ce, 


means, we once fall into this ſtate, 
then 


—— 


ecu- 


5 of delaying Repentance. 


then is our caſe moſt deplorable ; 
we are dead Men irreverſibly doom- 
ed, and only for a few moments 
reprieved from the ſtroak of final 
vengeance ; we are Teſſels of wrath Rom. 9. 22. 
ftted (or made up) for deſtruction; | 
by a fatal blindneſs and obduration 
ſealed up to ruine ; we are like the 
terra damnata, that earth (in the 


Apoſtle, ) which drinking up the rain, © Pfr re 
that cometh oft upon it, and bearing Heb. 6. 1, 8 
thorns and briars, is rejected, and 1s 
nigh unto curſing, and whoſe end is to 
be burned. Wheretore according to 
the advice of the Prophet, Seek ye Ita, 55.6. 
the Lord, when he may be found, call 
ye upon him, while he is near. 
It is true, that God is ever ready 
upon our true converſion to receive 
us into favour, that his arms are 


always open to embrace a ſincere 


ut 1 Penitent ; that he hath declared, 


b me 


„hene ver a wicked man turneth from Fzek. 18 17 


fei his wickedneſs, and doeth that which 
dil; right, he ſhall ſave His ſoul alive; 
Andſthat if we do waſh our ſelves, make xg, , ix 


— is clean, put away the evil of our do- 
atc, 


then 


| 
K 3 ings, | | 
| 
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Luke 15. 18, 


ings, and ceaſe to do evil, then al- 
though our fins be as ſcarlet, they 


ſhall be white as ſnow, though they le 


like crimſon they ſhall be as wool, 
that if we rend our hearts, and tur; 
unto the Lord, he is gratious and 
mercifull, and will repent of the evil; | 
that God is good and ready to for- 

give, and plenteous in mercy unto al 
that call upon him; that whenever a 

prod:gal Son with humble confeſſi 
on and hearty contrition for his ſin 
doth ariſe and go to his father, he 


will embrace him tenderly, and en- 


tertain him kindly; that even 2 
profane Apoſtate, and a bloody 


Pid. Chryſ os Oppreſſour (as Manaſſes ) a lewd 


Theod 2. 
Judas (ſaith 
he there) was 
capable of 


_ pardon. 


Strumpet (as Magdalene) a notas. 
ble Thief (as he upon the Crols | 

a timorous Renouncer (as St. Pete, 

a furious Perſecutour (as St. Paul 
a ſtupid Idolater ( as all the Heath 
World, when the Goſpel came td 
them, was) the moſt heinous Sin 
ner that ever hath been, or can be 
imagined to be, if he be diſpoſed to 
repent, is capable of mercy ; thoſq 
2 declay 
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declarations and promiſes are infal- 
libly true, thoſe inſtances peremp- 
torily do evince, that repentance is 
never ſuper- annuated; that if we 
can turn at all, we ſhall not turn 
too late, that pænitentia nunquam 


era, modo ſeria, is an irrefragable 


rule; yet nevertheleſs delay is very 
unſafe; for what aſſurance can we 


have, that God hereafter will ena- 
ble us to perform thoſe conditions 


of bewailing our ſins, and forſaking 
them ? have we not cauſe rather to 
fear that he will chaſtiſe our pre- 
ſumption by with-holding his Grace? 
for although God faileth not to yield 


competent aids to Perſons who have 


not deſpiſed his goodneſs and long-ſuf- Rom. +. 4 


fering that leadeth them to repentance ; 
yet he that wilfully or wantonly 


loitereth away the time, and ſquan- 
dereth the means allowed him; 
| who refuſeth to come when God 
calleth, yea woeth and courteth him 
to repentance, how can he pretend 
to find ſuch favour ? 


K 4 Ws 
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We might add, that ſuppoſing 
God in ſuper-abundance of mercy 
might be preſumed never to with- 
hold his grace; yet ſeeing his grace 
doth not work by irreſiſtible com- 
pulſion ; ſeeing the worſe qualified 
we are, the more apt we ſhall be to 
croſs and defeat its operation; fec- 
ing that we cannot hope that here- 
after we ſhall be more fit than now 
to comply with it: Yea, ſeeing we 


may be ſure, that after our hearts | 


are hardned by perſeverance in fin, 
we ſhall be more indiſpoſed thereto ; 
we by delay of repentance do not 
onely venture the forfeiture of di- 
vine grace, but the danger of abu- 


ſing it, which heinouſly will aggra- I 
vate ourguilt, and hugely augment | 


our puniſhment. 
We ſhould do well therefore moſt 


ſeriouſly to regard the Apoſele's ad- 

monition ; Exhort one another to day, | 
while it is called to day, leſt any of | 
you be hardned by the deceitfulneſs | 


of ſin: Now that we find our {elves 
invited to repent, now that we ap- 
prehend 
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prehend ſo much reaſon for it; 
now that we feel our hearts fome- 


what enclined thereto; now that 
we have time in our hands, and are 


not barr d from hopes of mercy ; 
now that it is not extremely diffi- 
cult, or not abſolutely impoſſible, 


let us in God's name lay hold on the 
occaſion, let us ſpeedily and earneſt- 


ly ſet upon the work. Farther yet, 
6. We ſhould conſider, that we 
are mortal and frail, and thence any 
deſigns of future retormation may 
be clipt off, or intercepted by death; 


which is always creeping towards 


us, and may for all we can tell be 
very near at hand. You ſay you 
will repent to morrow ; but are you 
ſure you ſhall have a morrow to re- 
pent in ? have you an hour in your 
hand, or one minute at your diſpo- 
ſal? have you a leaſe 


or reckon upon the 

leaſt portion of time without his 

leave, who beſtoweth life, and that 
ct 


Qui penitenti veniam ſpoſpon- 
to ſhew for any term ai, precanti craſtinum diem non 


of life? can you claim i Greg. in Evang. Hom. 
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eth out time, and ordereth all thing: 
as he pleaſeth? Can you any-wilz 
deſcry the juſt meaſure of your day,, 


Job 12. 10. 


'Oux elqus n and with whom alone the number of 
NC Sn 5H 


„ your months is regiſtred ? Boaſt not 
9%" un 

agg thy ſelf of to morrow, for thou knoweſt 
786 jen not what a day may bring forth, faith 


Baf M. 2%. 17 
44 a. the Wiſe-man : boaſt not of it, that 


that may befall therein ; for whilſt 
thou preſumeſt thereon, may it not 
be {aid unto thee, as to the rich Pro- 
*Luke 12. 10. jeftour in the Goſpel, * Thou fool, 


thee. Dothnot, ſeluding hidden de- 
crees, every Mans life hang upon a 
thread very ſlender and frail? is it 
not ubject to many diſeaſes lurking 
within, and to a thouſand accidents 
flying about us? how many, that 
miglit have promiſed themſelves as 
iair {cope as we can, have been un- 
expectedly ſnapt away 2 How many 

ave 


The danger and miſchief | 


1 . . 1. | 
FHlat.-49.4:.: OF the bounds of your appointed Fame 
90. 12. without a ſpecial revelation from! 
Dan. 5 23. . * / / 4 » þ / 
Prov. 27. 1. him, in whoſe hands is your breath; 


is, do not pretend it to be at thy dil- } 
poſal, preſume not upon any thing 


this night (hall thy ſoul be required of 
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have been cropt in the flower of 
their age and vigour of their 
ſtrength 2 Doth not every day pre- 
ſent experiments of ſudden death? 


Do we not continually ſee that ob- 


ſervation of the Preacher verified, Man Eccles. g. 12. 
knoweth not his time ; as the fiſhes 
that are taken in an evil net, and as 
the birds are caught in the ſnare, ſo 
are the ſons of men ſnared in an evil 


time, when it cometh ſud- 
denly Upon them 2 Old 
men are ready to 
drop of themſelves, 
and young men are 
caſily bruſhed or ſha- 
ken down ; the former 
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viſibly ſtand upon the brink of 
Eternity, the latter walk upon a 
bottomleſs Quag, into which una- 
wares they may ſlump ; who then 
can any-wile be ſecure 2 We are all 
therefore highly concerned to ule 
our life, while we have it; to catch 
the firſt opportunity, leſt all oppor- 
tunity forſake us; to cut off our 
ſinning, leſt our ſelves be cut off 


before 


SY erect ns. — ˙ — — —  —— 
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| . 3; 2: 
Pal. 37.9. 
Pſal. 55. 23. 
Pfal. 68. 21. 


Luke 22 45. It (faith 


before it: And that the rather, be- 
cauſe by laviſhing, or miſemploy- 
ing our preſent time, we may loſe 
the future, provoking God to be- 
reave us of it; for as prolongation 
of time 1s a reward of Piety ; as to 
obſervance of the Commandments 
it 1s promiled, Length of days, and 
long life, and peace ſhall be added 
unto thee; lo being immaturely 
ſnatched hence is the puniſhment 
awarded to unpious practice; ſo it 
is threatned that Evil men ſhall be 
cut off; that bloody and deceifull men 


7 


ſhall not live out half their days; 


that God will wound the head of his 
enemies, and the hairy ſcalp of ſuch 
an one as goeth on ſtill in bis wicked- 
eſs : the very being unmindfull of 
their duty 1s the cauſe, why men 


1 | Rev. 3.3. 16. 5. are thus ſurpriſed : tor, If. {faith God, 


thou doſt not watch, I ſhall come upon 
thee as a thief, and thou ſhalt not 
Fnow when I come upon thee. 
cur Lord ) that ſervant 
aoth jay in his heart, my Lord de- 
layeth his coming, &c. The Lord of 

that 


And 


( 


that | 


| he loo 


It 1 
rende 
doing 
frail 1 
uncer 
ned t 
abrid 
it ne 
those 
for » 
hour. 


Take 


your 
feiti 
this 


ſe looketh not for him, &C. 


our, when the ſon of man cometh ; Luke 12. 15, 


you unawares : Let your loin be gir- 
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that ſervant will come in a day, when 


If then it be certain, that we mult 
render a ſtrict accompt of all our 
doings here; if by reaſon of our 
frail nature and ſlippery ſtate, it be 
uncertain when we ſhall be ſummo- 
ned thereto ; if our negligence may 
abridge and accelcrate the term, 1s 
it not very realonable to obſerve 
thoſe advices of our Lord; Watch, Matth. 25.13. 


24. 42. 
for ye do not know the day, nor the Mart 13. 33. 


Take heed to your ſelves, leſt any time 55. 
your heart be overcharged with ſur- 
feiting and drunkenneſs, and cares of 
this life, and ſo that day come upon 


ded about, and your lamps burni..7, 
and ye your ſelves like men, that wait 
for your Lord: An + the coun— 
{el of the 7%,c-man, Make no arry- Fcclus. 5. 5 
ing to in unto the Lord, and put 
not off from day to day; for ſuddenly 
forall the wrath of the Lord come 
forth, and in thy ſecurity ſhalt thou be 
deſtroyed, and periſh in the day of 


Vengeance, T hicle 
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Theſe conſiderations plainly | 


ſhew 


how very fooliſh, how en. 


tremely dangerous and deſtrutiv: 
the procraſtinating our reformatior 


of life 1s: 


there are {ome others 5: 


good moment, which we ſhall re 
ſerve. 


(143). 


The Danger and mio 


| Proceed to the Conſiderations 


worthy of a Man: What can they 


SERMON IV. 


—_—_ 


— 


chief of delaying 
Repentance. 


PSALM CXIX. 60. 


I made haſte, and delayed not to 
keep thy Commandments. 


which yet remain to be ſpc- 

ken to. 
1. We may conſider the cauſes 
of delay in this c ſe (as in all ca- 
ſes of moment) to be bad and un- 


be but either ſtupidity, that we do 


nor 
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Af res- 
ect ois n A 
E2an. Simpl. 


Animal oc pro- 
ui dum, ſagax, 
Cic. de leg. 1. 
Cic. qe offic. 1. 


not apprehend the importance of 
the affair; or improvidence that u 
do not attend to the danger of per- 
ſiſting in ſin ; or negligence that we 
do not mind our concernments; ot 
ſloth that keepeth us from row fing 
and beſtirring our ſelves in purſu- 
ance of what appeareth expedient ; 
or faint-heartedneſs and cowardiz: 

that we dare not attempt to crol 
our appetite, or our fancy; al 
which diſpoſitions are very bale and 
ſhamefull: It is the prerogative 0: 
humane nature to be ſagacious in 
eſtimating the worth, and prov. 
dent in deſcrying the conſequences 
of things; whereas other creatures, 
by impulſe of ſence, do onely fix 
their regard on preſent appearances; 
which peculiar excellency by ſtupi- 


dity and improvidence we forteit, 


degenerating into brutes ; and neg- 


ligence of that, which we diſcern 
mainly to concern us is a quality 
tomewhat beneath thoſe, depreſſing 
us below beaſts, which cannot be 
charged with ſuch a fault; ſloth 1s 

no 


— — — 


no le 
ſit fo 
thing 
than \ 
the C: 
2. 

happ? 
mage 
pedit! 
oppoI 
in its 
cible 
eth, 
ceſs) 
chiev 
ling | 
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ty fe 
in ſte 
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no leſs deſpicable, rendring a man 
fit for nothing; nor is there any 
thing commonly more reproachfull 
than want of courage: ſo bad are 
the cauſes of delay. 

2. And the effects are no leſs un- 
happy, being diſappointment, da- 
mage, trouble and ſorrow : As ex- 
pedition ( catching advantages and 
opportunities, keeping the ſpirit up 
in its heat and vigour, ma ing for- 
cible impreſſions where: ever ii light- 
eth, driving on the current of ſuc- 
ceſs) doth ſubdue buſineſs, and at- 
chieve great exploits (as by practi- 
ling his Motto, ro defer nothing. 2 
lexander did accompliſh thoie migh- 


Maude d- 
4 LAAD x. 


Saucceſſu arge: 


ty feats which make ſuch a clatter / ws, :»/tare, 


in ſtory ; and Cæſar more by the 
rapid quickneſs and forwardneſs of 
undertaking, than by the greatneſs 
of courage, and skilfulneſs of con- 
duct, did work out thole entcrpri- 
zes, Which purchaſed to his Name 
{o much glory and re- 
nown ) ſo delay 
Nowneſs do ſpoil all 7% % _ 

L buſineſs; 


Cc. Luc. 1 


Pleriſque in rebus tarditas C- 
and procraſtinatio oaioſa eſt, Cic. 


The danger and miſchief T4 


| | 146 


"Att 2 20951 95 &vno 
275 ms. Meter, Hick. 

Dum deliberamus quando in- 
eipiendum eft, incipere jam ſe- 
rum eſt. Quint. 12. 7. 


Dimidium facti qui c pit ha- 
bet. Hor. Ep. 1. 2. 

Möve &gyiv 6mats md 
Ted yuan, Oc. Chryſ. Tom. 6. 
Orat. p 

Ts te Y n - 
Tov TeTo 7 Jury 3nrar 
$791fnvar r god's 3; 59 mes- 
dv anladut r wirtyolas. Ib. 


279. 


buſineſs, do keep off ſucceſs at di. 
ſtance from us, thereby opportunity 
is loft, and advantage 
ſlip away; our courage: 
doth flag, and our ſpi 
rit languiſheth ; our 
endeavours ſtrike faint: 
ly, and are caſily repelled ; hence 
diſappointment neceſſarily doth 
ſpring, attended with vexation. 

3. Again, we may conſider, that 
to {ct upon our duty is a great ſtep 
toward the perlormance of it; if we 
can reſolve well, and a little puth 
forward, we are in a fair way to 
diſpatch; 7 begin (they 
ſay) is to have half done, 
to {ſet out, is a good 
part of the journey ; 
to riſe betimes is oft- 
ner harder than to doc 
all the days work ; en- 
tring the Town, is al- 
moſt the {ame with taking it; it is 
ſo in all buſineſs, it is chiefly ſo in 
moral practice: For if we can find 
in our hearts to take our leave of fin, 


if 


> 


( 
if we 
our 1 
witch 
allure: 
but g 
tuous 
reſt b 
exped 
beaut 
much 
great 
ceed 
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comr 
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rede. 
all 
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well 
noth 
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if we can diſengage 
our {elves from the 
witcheries of preſent 


Honeſtas, qua principio auxia 
habetur, ubi contigerit, volup- 
tati luxurieque habetur, Vick. 


allurement ; if we can * ept. Ser. 


but get over the threſhold, of ver- 
tuous converſation, we ſhall find the 
reſt beyond expectation ſmooth and 
expedite; we ſhall diſcover ſuch 
beauty in vertue, we ſhall taſt fo 
much {weetneis in obedience as 
greatly will encourage us to pro- 
ceed therein. 

4. Again, we may conſider, that 
our time it {elt is a gift, or a talent 
committed to us, for the improve- 
ment whereof we are reſponſible no 
leſs than for our Wealth, our Power, 


our Credit, our Parts, and other 
ſuch advantages, wherewith for the 


ſerving of God, and furthering our 


own ſalvation we are intruſted: 7o Eph. 5. 16 
redeem the time is a Precept; and of C 


all Precepts the moſt neceſſary to 
be obſerved, for that without re- 


deeming ( that is embracing and 


well employing) time we can do 
nothing well; no good action can 
L 2 be 
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—— ne I EI 


here: 
gone f 


be performed, no good reward can 
be procured by us: Well may wc 
be adviſed to take our beſt care in Never 
husbanding it, ſeeing juſtly of al . 
things it may be reckoned moſt pre ble of 
Noavratz tious; its price being ineſtimable | ac 
Toy & rel And its Joſs irreparable; for all the 5 
World cannot purchaſe one Moment "26d 

of it more than is allowed us, neither e 
can it, when once gone, by any . 
means be recovered: So much in. Pur e 
deed as we ſave thereof, fo much , 

we preſerve of our ſelves ; and ſo fue 
as we loſe it, ſo far in effect we ſſay Pen { 
our ſelves, or deprive our ſelves off ore | 

life; yea by miſpending it we do be m 

worſe than ſo; for a dead ſleep, or 10; 

a ceſſation from being, is not fo bad ir 

as doing ill; all that while we lives 
backward, or decline toward a ſtate ow 

much worſe than annihilation it fel 

Farther _ 

5. Conſider, that of all time ths 2 

Omnia que preſent is ever the beſt for the pur: 0 
Der ſunt in poſe of amending our life; It is the —— 


incer o jacent, 
ed a 
ul. 


protinus vive. Onely {ure time, that which we have 


Sen. ae VIE. : - DL 
brew. 9. in our |: ands, and may call Our OWN}; | 


wheret 
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hereas the paſt time is irrevocably 
zone from us; and the future may 
e ever come to us: It is abſolutely 
f all reckoning from our becoming ſen- 
Pre ble of things, and accomptable for 
ur actions) the beſt, as to our ca- 
pacity of improving it; 
tima quæquè dies miſeris mortalibus avi Virg. Georg. 3. 
Prima fugit 
Dur beſt days do firſt paſs away, 
yas truly ſaid; the nearer to its 
OH Purce our life is, the purer it is 
nom ſtain, the freer from clogs, the 
ore ſuſceptive of good impreſſions, 
he more vivid and brisk in its acti- 
5 ity; the farther we go on, eſpeci- 
4 bade in a bad courſe, the nearer we 
erge to the dregs of our life; the 
Hore dry, the more ſtiff, the more 
fel Naggiſh we grow ; delay therefore 
goth ever ſteal away the flower of 
dur age, leaving us the bran and 
rctuſe thereof. Again, 
J 6. If at any time we do reflect 
arch pon the time that hath already ſlip- 
nalſped away unprofitably from us, it 
Fill ſeem more than enough, and 
| L 3 (it 


CE „ — _ 
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Sera nimis Vie 
ta eſt craſtina, 
vide hodie. 
Mart. 1. 16. 


1 Pet. 4. 3. 


Rom. 13. 11. 


(if we conſider well) it will be ving 
grievous to us to loſe more; tlif her o 
morrow will ſeem too late to com of ov 


—— — ————_ 


mence a good life; 22K425 5 724 0 our {i 
NUN n Xe N, Ihe time paſt of ou ted ti 
life ( faith St. Peter) may ſuffice if havin 
to have wrought the will of the Ge pretic 
tiles, or to have continued in if and f. 
courſes; more indeed it might thaWyre] 
ſuffice; it ſhould be abundantly to not v 
much to have imbezilled fo large ill- pat 
portion of our pretious and irrepꝭ xecall 
rable gk A we have 14055 Berito. 
neglect of our duty, ex #9) my p: 
Sie, it is (as St. Paul Rich) P 
high time to awake, unto a vigil heard 
obſervance thereof: this we th&gny. 
the rather do, if we confider, that np ' 
7. For illliving now we Iliqyr ſe 
come hereafter to be ſorry, it mftyal 
with a wholſome contrition, more 
with a painfull regret ; we ſhall cio tha 
tainly one day repent, if not of eq tc 
fin, yet of our ſinning; if not ſo fools: 
to correct for the future, yet ſo pf trar 
to condemn our ſelves for Wha Vain r 
paſt : the conſideration of our elf w 
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bel ving facrilegiouſly robb d our Ma- 
tlie ker of the time due to his {ervice ; 
com of our having injuriouſly defrauded 
72:4 our fouls of the opportunities gran- 
f of ted to ſecure their welfare; of our 
ce u having profuſely caſt away our moſt 
Cen pretious hours of life upon vanity 
in if and folly, will ſome time twitch us 
 thiMorely. There is no man who doth 
y to not with a ſorrow full eye review an 
rgc Fil- paſt life; who would not gladly 
rrep recall his miſpent time; O mihi præ- 
ept Feritos / O that God would reſtore 
» © my paſt years to me, is every ſuch 
) "*Man's Prayer, although it never was 
igila heard, never could be granted unto 
e ſ ny. And what is more inconſi- 
that va with wiſedom, than to Nags 
e fliwur ſelves upon making ſuch ineffe- 
if iftual and fruitleſs wiſhes? What is 
n, More diſagreeable to reaſon, than to 
all lo that, for which we muſt be for- 
of ed to confeſs and call our ſelves 
ot {oifools 2 What Man of ſenſe for a flaſh 
t ſo pf tranſitory Pleaſure, for a puff of 
whal Vain repute, for a few ſcraps of dirty 
our Pelf would plunge himſelf into ſuch a 


V Rulf of anguyh 7 L'4 . On 


Ille ſapit guiſquis, Poſt hume, ; P 
vixit heri, Mart. 5. Co. if lay ing hold on occa- 


ſion, we ſet our ſelves 
to do well, reflexion thereon will 
yield great ſatisfaction and pleaſure 


tous; we ſhall be glad that we have 
done, and that our task is over; 


we ſhall enjoy our for- 
Ampliat ætatis ſpatium ſbi 4 0 0 fe 
vir bonus, hoc eſt mer ife : ur time 


 Vivere his, vita poſſe prive which is ſo paſt will 

frui. Mart. 10. 23. not yet be loſt unto 
us; but rather it will be moſt ſe— 
curely ours, laid up beyond the 
reach of danger, in the repoſitory 
of a good conlcience. 

Rom. 2. 9. Again, all our time of conti- 
nuance in fin we do treaſure 1 
wrath, or accumulate guilt ; and the 

| larger our guilt is, the ſorer muſt be 

Nen magna Our repentance ; the more bitter the 

8 ſorrou, the more low the humbling, 

defleamus, Ce. the more carneſt the deprecation re- 


* * 


9g 42 cel, quiſite to obtain pardon : the broa- 
waſhing is needfull to get it out; if 


grieve anſwerably, or we ſhall be no 
{it objects of mercy. 10. And 
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8. Onthe contrary, 


| 
der and deeper the ſtain is, the more | 


| 
we fin much and long, we muſt | 


: 


ary, | 
cca- 
Ives 
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to. And when ever the fin is par- 
doned, yet indelible marks and mo- 
numents thereof will 
abide. We ſhall eter- 


nally be obliged to cry 


ms erit 


peccavi; although the οπσπ e, d md 2G, 5 
. * nen 0VYKewenwwap 
puniſhment may be re- 4 | i e 


mitted, the deſert of it 
cannot be removed ; a7 

ſcar from it will ſtick in our flcſh; 
which ever will detorm us; a tang 
of it will ſtay in our memory, which 
always will be diſguſtfull; we ſhall 
never reflect on our miſcarriages 
without ſome confuſion and hor- 
rour ; inceſſantly we ſhall be liable 


to that queſtion of St. Paul, What Rom. 6.21. 
fruit bad ye of thoſe things, whereof 


ye are now aſhamed 2 It theretore we 
could reaſonable preſume, yea if we 
could certainly foreſee, that we 
ſhould hereatter in time repent, yet 
it were unadviſably to periiſt in fin, 
ſeeing it being once commirted, can 
never be reverſed ; never expunged 
from the regiſters of time, never 


daſhed out from the tables of our 
ES | mind 


ct (428 Ne % BY, 
285 IIa CU. Chryſ. Tom. 8. 


Pana poteſt demi, culpa peren- 
t. Ovid. 
H ovawenos tuiero oh do 
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Ezek. 16. 61. 
Ezek. 16. 63. 


Ezek. 36. 31, 
20. 43. 


mind and memory; but will per pe- 
tually reſt as matter of dolefull con- 
ſideration, and of tragical ſtory to 
us. Then ſhalt thou remember th 

ways, and be aſhamed. That thou 
mayſt remember and be confounded, 
and never open thy mouth any more 
becauſe of thy ſhame, when I am pa- 
cified toward thee for all that thou 
haſt done, ſaith the Lord God: Then 
ſhall ye remember your own evil ways, 
and your doings that were not good, 
and ſhall loath your ſelves in your own 


 frght, for your iniquities, and for your 


abominations. 

11. Again, ſo much time as we 
ſpend in diſobedience, ſo much of 
reward we do forteit ; for commen- 
ſurate to our works ſhall our re- 
wards be ; the fewer our good works 
are in the courſe of our preſent life, 
the ſmaller ſhall be the meaſures of 
joy, of glory, of felicity diſpenſed 
to us hereafter; the later conſe- 
quently we repent, the leſs we ſhall 
be happy: One ſtar ( faith the Apo- 


Cor. if. 41. /tle ) differeth from another in glory; 


and 
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and of all {tars, thoſe in the celeſtial 


{phere will ſhine brighteſt, who did 
ſoon riſe here, and continued long 
by the luſtre of their good works 
to glorify their heavenly Fatlier; 


for the path of the juſt is as the ſhi. Prov. 4.18. 


ning light, that ſhineth more and more 
unto the perfect day. While therelore 
we let our intereſt lie dead by n- 
gring, or run behind by fin!u!l 
practice, we are very bad husbauds 


for our ſoul; our ſpiritual eſtate 


doth thereby hugely ſuffer; every 
minute contracteth a damage that 
runneth through millions of ages, 
and which therefore will amount 
to an immenſe ſumm: And who 
for all the pleaſures here weuld 
forego one degree of bliſsfull joy 
hereafter ; who for all carthly ſplen- 


dours would exchange one {jail of 


ccleſtial glory; who ior all the trea- 
{ures below would let ſlip one gem 
out of his heavenly crown? 

12. Farther, let us conſider that 
whatever our age, Whatever our 


condition or calc be, the advice not 
| to 
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to procraſtinate our obedience is ve- 1 

ry ſutable and uſefull. mo 

ehe fe, Art thou young? then it is moſt | rup 
ſermm eff. proper to enter upon living well. 18 I 

| Mart. 8.44 For when we ſet out, we ſhould be | ing 
put in a right way ; when we be- rue 
gin to be Men, we ſhould begin to anc 

uſe our reaſon well; life and vertue dec 

ſhould be of the ſame ſtanding ; an 

what is more ugly than a Child, thc 

that have learnt little, having learnt "ip 

to do ill; than naughtineſs ſpring- Bre 

ing up in that ſtate of innocence 2 to! 

the foundation of good life is to be be 

laid in that age, upon which the of 

reſt of our life is built; for this is the | un 

manner of our proceeding ; the pre- if 

tent dependeth always upon what is dd 

paſt; our practice is guided in noti- 0. 

ons that we had ſucked in, is ſway- 0 

ed by inclinations that we got be- 17 

fore; whence uſually our firſt judg- I 

ments of things, and our firſt pro- b. 

penſions to ſtretch their influence b 

Prov. 22.6. upon the whole future life. 7raiy up a = 
| child in the way he ſhould go, and when LY 
he is old he will not depart from it, 5 


laith the Wiſe-may, That 


— 
—_—_ 
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- That age as it 1s 

moſt liable tO be COr- Natura tenaci 1 Jumas eo- 
i rupted by vice, ſo it , S Gene „ 
L 18 moſt capable of be- Di fficuiter eraditur 7 ru. 
8 ing imbued with ver- "go a> en, TIRES: 9 
. tue: then nature is ſoft | 
) and pliable, ſo as eaſily to be moul- 
> ded into any ſhape, ready to admit 
any ſtamp impreſſed thereon ; then 


the mind is a pure table, in which 
good principles may be fairly en- 
; graven, without raiſing out any 
| former ill prejudices ; then the heart 
| being a foil tree of weeds, the ſeeds 
of goodneſs being caſt therein will 
undiſturbedly grow and thrive ; 
then the complexion being tender 
will eaſily be ſet into 
. Ut corpora ad quoſdam mem- 
4 right poſture 5 Our brorum flexus formari niſi tenera 
ſoul is then a Veſſel mon poſunt, fic anime: ad plera- 
empty and ſect; good bunny robur ipſum facit. 
liquour therefore may Quo ſemel oft imbuta recens 
be inſtilled, which will t deen Teſta din. 
both fit it, and ſeaſon 3 
it with a durable tincture; the ex- 
tream curioſity and huge credulity 
of that age, as they greedily will 
{wallow 
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iwallow any, ſo will they admit 
good inſtruction. If we do then 
imbibe falſe conceptions, or have 
bad impreſſions made on our minds, 


it will be hard afterwards to expell, 


or to correct them. Paſſion is then 
very fluid and moveable, but not 
being impetuouſly determined any 
way, may eaſily be derived into the 
right chanel. Then the quickneſs 
of our wit, the briskneſs of our fan- 
cy, the freſhneſs of our memory, 
the vigour of our affections, the 
luſty and active mettle of our ſpirits 
being applied to vertuous ſtudies 
and endeavours, will 
produce moſt noble 
fruits; the beauty of 
which will adorn us, 
the ſweetneis will pleaſe us, fo as 
to kave on dt minds a perpetual 
reliſh and ſatis faction in goodneſs. 
Then being leſs encombred with 
the cares, 'cis intangled in the per- 
plexities, leis expoſed to the tem 
tations of the World and ſecular At- 
fairs, we can more caſily ict forth, 
we 
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we may procced more cxpeditely in 
good courſes. Then being void of 
that ſtinging remorſe, which doth 
adhere to reflexions upon paſt fol- 
lies, and miſpent time, with more 
courage and alacrity we may pro- 
{ecute good undertakings ; then be- 
ginning ſo ſoon to embrace vertue, 
we ſhall have advantage with more 
leiſure, and more caſe to poliſh and 
perfect it through our enſuing courſe 
of life; ſetting out ſo early, in the 
very morning of our age, without 
much ſtraining, marching on ſoftly 
and fairly, we may go through our 
Journey to happineſs. 

Our actions then are the firſt fruits 
of our life, which therefore are fit 
and due ſacrifices to our Maker; 
which if we do withdraw, we ſhall 
have nothing left ſo worthy or ac- 
ceptable to preſent unto him; will 
it be ſeemly to offer him the dregs 
and refuſe of our age ; ſhall we not 


be aſhamed to bring a crazy temper 
of body and ſoul, dry bones and de- 
cayed lenſes ; a dull fancy, a trea- 


cherous 
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Pfal. 37. 38. 


cherous memory, a ſluggiſh ſpirit 
before him? ſhall we then when we 
are fit for little begin to undertake 
his ſervice ? with our decrepid limbs 
and waſted ſtrength ſhall we ſet our 
ſelves to run the ways of his com- 
mandments d 

As it is uncomfortable to think of 
being parſimontous, when our ſtock 
is almoſt gone; fo it is to become 
thrifty of our life, when it comes 
near the bottom. Acun e e - 
* Seu. 

If we keep innocency, ſpend oui 
vouth well, it will yield unexprel- 
ſible comfort to us; it will fave us 
much ſorrow, it will prevent many 
inconveniences to us: If we have 
{ſpent it ill, it will yield us great 
diſpleaſure, it will coſt us much 
pains ; we ſhall be forced ſadly to 
bewail our folly and vanity therein ; 


it will be bitter to ſee, that we muſt | 


unlive our former life, and undoc 
all we have done; that we muſt re- 
nounce the Principles we have a- 
vowed, we mult root out the ha- 


bits 


Hits 

ſake 
ten 
will 
to 
tent 
mem 


ſhall 


are 

We 

ther 
II 


young men are not fit 
| hearers 
' lrine; becaule ( faith 
he) they are unexperi- 
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bits we have planted, we mult tor- 
{ſake the Paths which we have bea- 
ten and ſo long trode in, if ever we 
will be happy ; 1t will be grievous 
to us, when we come with peni- 
tential regret to deprecate, Lord re- pſil. 23. 5. 
member not the fins of my youth ; we 
ſhall feel fore pain, when our ones job 2 f 
are full of the fins of our youth, and 
we come 70 poſſeſs the zniquities 13. 26. 
thereof. 
It is therefore good 


« Lam. 3. 27. 
( as the Frophet faith ) Fingit equrum terera dotilem cer. 
that a man bear the vice Magiſier 
Ire diam, quam monſsr ot e ιẽ]j; 


yoke in his youth, when 

his neck is tender; it 

is excellent advice which the Prea- 

cher giveth, Remember thy Creatour Eccl (2. 1, 

in the days of thy youth, while the 

evil days come not, aud years 

draw nigh, when thou ſhalt {ay I have 

no pleaſure in them. 
Ariſtotle ſaith, that 


Hor. 


Eth. 1. 3. 5 
THns mAITILNG $4 Nu 1tt- 
» \ © 7 / 
os d SD d amuger 
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enced in affairs of life ; and becauſe 
they are apt to follow their paſſions, 


which indiſpoſe to hear with fruit or 


profit; but his concluſion is falle, 
and his reaſons may be well 
turned againſt him; for becauſe 
young men want experience, there- 
fore is there no bad prejudice, no 
contrary habit to obſtruct their em- 
bracing ſound doctrine; becauſe 
their paſſions are vehement and 
ſtrong, therefore being rightly or- 
dered, and ſet upon good objects 
they with great force will carry 
them to vertuous practice ; that in- 
deed is the beſt time to regulate and 
tame Paſlions; as Horſes muſt be 
broken when they are Colts, Dogs 
muſt be made when they are Whelps, 


elſe they will never be brought to 


Hor. Ep. x. 2. 


Eph. 6. 4. 


any thing. The Poet theretore ad- 


viſed better than the Philoſopher, 


unc adbibe puro 

Pedl ore verba puer, nunc te melioribus offer; 
and St. Paul plainly doth confute 
him, when he biddeth Parents to 


edacate their children in the "__ 
an: 


. 
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and admonition of the Lord ; when he 
chargeth Titus, that he exhert young Tir. 2. 6. 
men to be ſober-minded; when he 
commendeth Timothy, for that he 2 Tim. 2. 22, 
had Bd Helens from his infancy Tim. 3. 15. 
known the Holy Scriptures ; So doth 

the Pſalmiſt, when he faith, Where- Pſal. 119. g. 
with ſhall a young man cleauſe his way 2 

by taking heed according to thy word. 

And Solomon, when he declareth Prov. 1. 4. 
that his moral Precepts did ſerve to 

give ſubtilty to the ſimple, to the 

Young, man A and dliſcretiun; 

when he biddeth us to train up a Prov. 22.6, rs. 
child in the way he ſhould go; St. Pe- 1 Per. 2.2. 
ter doth intimate the ſame, when 

he biddeth us, as mew born babes to 

defrre the ſincere milk of the word; 

and our Saviour, when he ſaid, S % Luke 18. 16. 
fer little children to come unto me, 

for of ſuch is the kingdom of God; that 

is the more ſimplicity and inno- 

cence a Man is endued with, the 

more apt he is to embrace and com- 

ply with the Evangelical Doctrine: 

Ariſtotle therefore was out, when 

he would exclude young men from 

M 2 the 
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the Schools of Vertue. It is obſer- 
vable that he contradicteth him- 


7 grug, ee CH View ENG, N 
AD, av © m0 av. It is 
( faith he) of no ſmall concerument to 
be from youth accuſtomed thus or thus ; 
ea "tis very much, or rather all: 
And how ſhall a young man be ac- 
cuſtomed to do well, if he be not 
allowed to learn what is to be 
done? | 
Again, are we old? it is then 
high time to begin ; we have then 
lets time to ſpare from our moſt im- 
portant buſineis ; we ſtand then in 
. moſt imminent danger, upon the 
edge of perdition, and ſhould there- 
fore be nimble to skip out thence ; 
our forces being diminiſhed, our 
quickneſs and induſtry ſhould bc 
encreaſed; the later we ſet out, the 
more ſpecd it beho- 
veth us to make. It 
we ſtay, we ſhall grow 
continually more in- 
diſpoſed and unfit to 
amen 


Quod facere ſolent qui ſerius 
ereunt — calcar aadamus. Sen. 
Ep. 68. 76. 10. | 

Apoc 3. 2. SMeige ma N- 
au, d ADA AMI EN. 


felf ; for Ov ue Hale n | 
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amend, it will be too late, when 
utter decrepitnels and dotage have 
ſeiſed upon us; and our body doth 
ſurvive our ſoul. When ſo mucl1 
of our time, of our parts, of our 
ſtrength are fled, we ſhould husband 
the reſt to beſt advantage, and make 
the beſt ſatisfaction we can unto 
God, and unto our ſculs with the 
remainder. 


This age hath fome 
peculiar advantages, 
which we ſhould em- 
brace ; 
humours is then boil— 
ed out, the tervours 
of luſt are flaked, 
paſſions are allayed, 
appetites 


the froth of 


non 011114 grandior etas 
Q fugiamus 2 aber — Ovid. 

"'H wiv 3D veoris Tra yet 
we? Cu,ννÑ. Vue TWy 
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MUG a ,ůD Te u Yar 
ne gui £1 Ju, mu- 
ge TH 1 TP NM, eu- 
TeuPav 2992A%igs Chryſ. Tom. 6. 
Orat. 38. 


are flatted; ſo that then 


inclinations to ſin are not ſo vio— 
ſent, nor doth the enjoyment there- 


of ſo much gratify. 


Long experience then hath diſco- 
vered the vanity of all worldly 
things, and the miſchiet of ill cour- 
{es; ſo that we can then hardly ad- 
mire any thing, or be fond of en- 


* 3 


joy ing 
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joying what we have found unpro- : 


ſitable or hurtfull. 

Age is excuſed from compliance 
with the faſhions, and thence much 
exempted from temptations of the 
World; ſo that it may be good 
without obſtacle or oppoſition. 

It is proper thereto to be grave 
and ſerious, and conſequently to be 
vertuous; for gravity without ver- 
tue and ſeriouſneſs about vain things 
are ridiculous. 

Nothing doth ſo adorn this age 
as goodneſs, nothing doth fo dil- 
grace it as wickedneſs; The hoary 
head is a crown of glory, if it be 


found in the way of righteouſneſs ; 


but it is a mark of Infamy, if it be 
obſerved proceeding in a courſe of 
iniquity, it ſignifieth that experience 
hath not improved it, it argucth in- 
corrigible folly, or rather incurable 
madneſs therein. 

There is indeed no care, no em- 
ployment proper for old Men but 
to prepare for their diſſolution; to 
be bidding adieu to the World with 


Its 
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its vain Pomps and miſchievous 
Pleaſures ; to be packing up their 


oY Goods, to be caſting their Accompts, 
* to be fitting themſelves to abide in 
p that ſtate into which they are tum- 

od bling, to appear at that Bar, before 
which ſuddenly nature will fet 

i them. As a Ship, which hath long 

* been toſt and weather-beaten, which 

oth is ſhattered in its timber, and hath 

85 loſt much of its rigging, ſhould do 
nothing in that caſe but work to- 

7 ward the Port, there to find its 

1 ſafety and eaſe; ſo ſhould a Man, 

fa who having paſt many ſtorms and 1 freto vini- 

o agitations ot the World is grievouſly 7 7riamur 

= in portu, Sen. 

1 battered and torn with Age, ſtrive 25.19. 


onely to die well, to get ſafe into 
the Harbour of eternal Reſt. 

In fine, Epicurus him- „ 
5 ſelf ſaid well, that o „Oer dogs ef bow, EN 


* man is either immature 3 Ee ad nology * 
or over. ripe in regard 

125 to his ſouls health; we can never ſet 

18 upon it too ſoon, we ſhould never 

to think it too late to begin; to live 

" well is always the beſt thing we 


M 4 can 
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* Quare ju- 
ventus, mo 
omnis ta. 


can do, and therefore we ſhould at 
any time endeavour it; there are 
common realons for all ages, there 
are ſpecial reaſons for each age, 
which moſt ſtrongly and moſt clear- 


ly do urge it; it is moſt ſeaſonable 
for young Men, it is moſt neceſſary 
for old Men, it is moſt adviſeable 
for all Men *. 


( neque enim rect æ voluntati ſerum eſt tem pus wium ) tot is menti- 
bus huc tendamus, in hoc elaboremus; for ſan & canſummare con- 


F11:2a7. 


Quint. 12. 1. 


Again, be our condition what it 
will, this advice is reaſonable : Are 
we in health? we owe God thanks 
for that excellent gift, and the beſt 
gratitude we can expreſs is the im- 
proving it for his ſervice and our 
own good; we ſhould not loſe the 
advantage of a ſeaſon fo fit for our 
obedience and repentance; while 
the forces of our body and mind are 
entire, while we are not diſcompoſed 
by pain or faintneſs, we ſhould ſtrive 


to diſpatch this needfull work, for 


which infirmity may diſable us. 
Are 
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Are we ſick ? it is then time to 
conſider our frailty, and the beſt we 
can to obviate the worſt conſequen- 
ces thereof: It is then very fit, 12 
we do feel the ſad effects of ſin, 
endcavour the prevention of works 
miſchiefs that may follow ; it is ſea- 
ſonable, when we lie under God's 
correcting hand to ſubmit unto him, 
to deprecate his wrath, to ſeek re- 
conciliation with him by all kinds 
of obedience ſutable to that ſtate; 
with ſerious reſolutions to amend 
hereafter, if it ſhall pleaſe God to re- 
{tore us; it is molt adviſeable, when 
we are in the borders of deatli to 
provide for that ſtate, which lieth 
juſt beyond it. 

Are we rich and proſperous ? "tis 
expedient then preſently to amend, 
leſt our Wealth do ſoon corrupt us 
with Pride, with Luxury, with Sloth, 


with Stupidity ; - leſt our Proſperity Prov. 1. 


becometh an inevitable ſnare, an ir- 

recoverable bane unto us. 
Are we poor or aftlifted ? it is 
then allo needfull to repent oy 
that 


2 
wh + 
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that we may have a comfortable 
ſupport for our ſoul, and a certain 
{uccour in our diſtreſs ; that we may 
get a treaſure to ſupply our want, 


a joy to drown our forrow ; a buoy | 


to keep our hearts from ſinking in- 
to deſperation and diſconſolateneſs. 
This condition 1s a medicine, which 
God adminiſtreth for our ſoul's 
health; if it do not work preſently 
ſo as to doe us good, it will prove 
both grievous and hurtfull to us. 
13. Laſtly, we may conſider, that 
abating all the rufull conſequences of 
abiding in ſin, abſtracting from the 
deſperate hazards it expoſeth us to 
in regard to the future life, it is moſt 
reaſonable to abandon it, betaking 
our ſelves to a vertuous courſe of 
20% virtus ui. Practice. For vertue in it ſelf is far 
gil alind quam more eligible than vice, to keep 
in ſe Heede, God's Commandments hath much 
ad ſummum | e -; 
per dul a natu- greater convenience than to break 
74, Cic. de them; the life of a good Man in all 
9 conſiderable reſpects is highly to be 
preferred above the life of a bad Man: 
for what is vertue, but a way of li- 
ee ds We 1. 
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ving that advanceth our nature into 

a ſimilitude with Gods moſt excel- 

lent and happy nature; that promo- 

teth our true benefit and intereſt; 

that procureth and preſerveth health, 

eaſe, iafery, liberty, peace, comfor- 

table ſubſiſtence, fair repute, tran- 

quillity of mind, all kinds of con- 

venience to us ? to what ends did peut 18. 

our moſt benign and moſt wiſe Ma- Mic. 6. 8. 1 

ker deſign and ſuit his Law, but to Neb 9. 13. 
f = om. 7. 12. 

the furthering our good, and ſècu- pai. 19. 9. 

ring us from miſchiet, as not onely 219-107. 

himſelt hath declared, but reaſon 

ſheweth, and experience doth atteſt 2 

What is vice but a fort of practice 

which debalc:!2 and diſparageth us, 

which plungeth us into grievous e- 

vils, which bringeth diſtemper of bo- 

dy and ſoul, diftre!s of fortune, dan- 

ger, trouble, reproach, regret, and 

numberleſs inconveniences upon us? 

which for no other reaſon, than be- 

cauſe it ſo hurteth and grieveth us, 

was by our loving Creatour interdi- 

ed to us? Vertue is molt noble 

and worthy, moſt lovely, moſt pro- 

Io 15 ſitable, 


172 


The danger and miſchief 5 


fitable, moſt pleaſant, moſt credita- 
ble; vice is moſt ſordid and baſe, 
ugly, hurtfull, bitter, diſgracefull, 
in it ſelf, and in its conſequences. 
If we compare them together, we 
ſhall find, that vertue doth always 
preſerve our health, but vice com- 
monly doth impair it; that vertue 
improveth our eſtate, vice waſteth 
it ; that vertue adorneth our repu- 
tation, vice blemiſheth it ; that ver- 
tue ſtrengthneth our parts, vice 
weakneth them; that vertue main- 
taineth our freedom, vice enſlaveth 
us ; that vertue keepeth our mind 
in order and peace, vice diſcompo- 
ſeth and diſquieteth it; vertue breed- 
eth ſatisfaction and joy, vice ſpawn- 
eth diſpleaſure and anguiſh of con- 
icience: to enter therefore into a 
vertuous courſe of life, what is it 
but to embrace happineſs; to con- 
tinue in vitious practice, what 1s it 

but to ſlick in miſery 
By entring into good life, we en- 
ter into the favour and friendſhip of 
God, engaging his infinite power 78 
Wiſe⸗ 
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wiſedom for our protection, our ſuc- 
cour, our direction and guidance; 
enjoying the ſweet effluxes of his 
mercy and bounty ; we therewith 
become friends to the holy Angels, 
and bleſſed Saints, to all good Men, 
being united in a holy and happy 


conſortſhip of judgment, of charity, 


of hope, of devotion with them; 
we become friends to all the World, 
which we oblige by good wiſhes ; 
and good deeds, and by the influ- 
ence of good example ; we become 
friends to our ſelves, whom we there- 
by enrich and adorn with the beſt 
goods; whom we gratiſie and pleaſe 
with the choiceſt delights : but per- 
ſiſting in ſin we continue to aftront, 
wrong, and diſpleaſe our Maker, to 
be diſloyal toward our Sovereign 
Lord; to be ingratefull toward our 
chief Benefactour, to diſoblige the 
beſt Friend we have, to provoke a 
molt juft and ſevere Judge; to cope 

with Omnipotency , to contradict 

Infallibility , c cnrage the greateſt 

Patience, to abuſe immenſe . 

neſs: 


— 


Wy ——— — 


The danger and miſchief 


neſs : We thereby become enemies 
to all the World, to God, whom we 
injure and diſhonour ; to the friends 
of God,whom we deſert and oppoſe; 
to the creatures which we abuſe to 
our pride, luſt and vanity ; to our 
neighbours, whom we corrupt, or 
ſeduce; to our ſelves, whom we be- 
rcave of the beſt goods, and betray 
to the worſt evils. 

Beginning to live ſoberly, we be- 
gin to live like Men, following the 
conduct of reaſon ; beginning to live 
in charity, we commence the life of 
Angels, enjoying in our ſelves moſt 
ſweet content, and procuring great 
benefit to others ; ; but going on in 
ſinfull voluptuouſneſs , we proceed 
to live like beaſts, wholly guided by 
ſenſe, and ſwayed by appetite ; be- 
ing pertinacious in malice we con- 
tinue to be like fiends, working tor- 


ment in our ſelves, and miſchief to 


vur neighbors. 


Embracing vertue we become 


wile and ſober Men, worthy and 


honourable, beneficial and uſefull to 


the 


. 
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the World : but continuing in vice, 
we continue to be fooliſh and vain, 
to be vile and deſpicable, to be 
worthleſs and uſeleſs. 

By our delay to amend, what do 
we gain? what, but a little flaſhy 
and tranſient pleaſure inſtead of a 


ſolid and durable peace; but a little 


counterfeit profit inſtead of real 
wealth; but a little ſmoak of de- 
ceitfull opinion inſtead of unqueſti- 
onable ſound honour ; ſhadows of 
imaginary goods inſtead of thoſe 
which are moſt ſubſtantial and true, 
a 2 mind, the love of God, the 
aſſured welfare of our ſouls. But 
this field of diſcourſe is too ſpatious, 
I ſhall onely therefore for concluſion 
ſay, that ſpeedily applying our ſelves 
to obedience, and breaking oft our 
ſins by repentance, is in effect no- 
thing elſe but from a preſent Hell in 
trouble, and the danger of a final 
Hell in torment to be tranſlated in- 
to a double Heaven ; one of joytull 
tranquillity here , another of bliſs- 
full reſt hereafter ; unto the which 
Almighty 


—— 
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Almighty God in his merey bring 
us all, through Jeſus Chriſt our Lord; 
to whom for ever be all glory and 


praiſe. Amen. 


7 — 
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1 Theſſ 5. 2) The very God of peace ſanctiſſe you 
wholly, and I pray God your whole 
ſpirit, and foul, and body be preſer- 
ved blameleſs unto the coming of our 


Lord Jeſus Chriſt. Amen. 
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_ Almighty God in his mercy bring 
us all, through Jeſus Chriſt our Lord; 
to whom for ever be all glory and 
praiſe. Amen. 
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1 Theſſ 5. 2) The very God of peace ſanctiſfe you 
wholly, and I pray God your whole 
ſpirit, and foul, and body be preſer- 
ved blamelejſs unto the coming of our 


Lord Jeſus Chriſt. Amen. 
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